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TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! 

YOU'VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The electronic rollei^door is possibly the most popular 
garage door by a mile. There are obvious reasons why; space 
saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list goes on... 
Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, 
We are possibly the best in the UK - by a mile!! We are 
one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with us 
you will save yourselves ££££s for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY £799 

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality Electric Operated Rolling Garage Door 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space-saving, giving you extra 
width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller Garage Doors, Absolute Top quality garage door, 
for lower than UK High Street DIV retailers 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 

CALL NOW 01245 360700 
www.roller-shutter-doors.uk.com 
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Kent on Sunday 


Sister title of KENT LIFE 


Think before moaning 
about the weather today 


IT has long been a conversational 
cornerstone in Kent to complain 
about the weather. 

And it applies to all seasons and all 
conditions. 

When it rains we droop about 
muttering about getting wet and 
how if it wasn’t pouring down we’d 
be out doing something really 
exciting. When the sun shines we 
droop about muttering about the 
heat and how if it wasn’t so warm 
we’d be able to have the energy to do 
something exciting. 

Ditto wind, thunder and snow. 
We’re never quite happy with a 
climate which is so predictable 
in its mundanity it’s a wonder 
how we have made such a 
national sport out of 
discussing it. 

But sometimes we ought to 
just step back and think what 
we could have to contend with. 

A few trains being 
cancelled when a 
light sleet shower 
falls, or the 
normal, ridicu¬ 


lous, panic buying of bread when two 
days of snow are forecast, is the sign 
of a nation spoilt by living in an 
environment where we are rarely 
(unless you live in Yalding of course) 
faced with a threat to our safety. 

This weekend Hurricane Irma is 
due to bring its frankly frightening 
ferocity to the mainland USA after 
decimating thousands of homes 
across the Caribbean. Homes which 
will take years to rebuild in areas 
which are borderline third world in 
stature, albeit disguised by vibrant 
tourist industries and palm trees. 
Florida will now experience 
what horrors it has in store. 

We should take the 
opportunity of following the 
events, donating to relief 
efforts and, most of all, 
taking a peak out of our 
windows and appreciating 
that while our weather may be 
more damb squib than 
sunny delight, it 
does at least leave 
us to get on with 
our lives. 



■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Saturday 30 th September 7pm 

Ask-ford && 3roadstalrs && Canterbury & 


Join us for our sparkling stroll 
under the stars and raise vital 
funds to support hospice care 
in east Kent. 

Entry includes lantern, t-shirt, 
medal & more! 





Visit www.pilgrimshospices.org/shine caiiuson 01227782002 
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Get back to the ‘sewers’, 
MP tells far-right group 

By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


MAIDSTONE MP Helen Grant has 
slammed Britain First protests 
against the redevelopment of 
Maidstone’s mosque telling them 
“your stench is not welcome here”. 

The Conservative responded 
following a string of recent protests 
by the far-right group which 
claims it is standing up against “an 
avalanche of Islamisation”. 

Now Mrs Grant has hit back 
calling them “cowards”. 

She said: “The limp appearance of 
a small bunch of thugs in Maidstone 
last week is ironically helping to 
promote an important development 
for us here in the county town; the 
rebuilding of a seriously dilapidated 
mosque in Mote Road. 

“The site has been granted 
permission for full redevelopment 
to create a really great community 
centre and place of worship for our 
Muslim community, where others 
are welcome, from all faiths. 

“Our borough council passed the 
application by 11 votes to one. 
There were a reported 150 support¬ 
ive public comments and just 20 
indicating concerns about the 



ANGRY: Maidstone MP Helen Grant issued a stinging rebuke to the far-right group. 


Pic: ADY KERRY 


effect on parking and other 
logistical issues. 

“So how dare these individuals 
come to our town under the Britain 
First banner and say this develop¬ 
ment is not wanted. And how dare 
they insult our intelligence by 
trying to pretend they are not racist. 

“They are cowards hiding behind 
a rebranding of their true colours, 
laundering xenophobia and racism 
into the cleaner appearance of 
populism and nationalism. 


“Members and supporters of 
Britain First, enjoy the sewers in 
which you live and breathe, but 
don’t bother coming to Maidstone, 
your stench is not welcome here.” 

The Maidstone Anti-Racist 
Network has promised to pledge 
£10 towards the renovations for 
every protestor who has turned up. 

A spokesman explained: 
“Following a German example we 
have decided to use Britain First’s 
presence here against them. 


“Eight supporters were in the 
town centre recently before they 
marched to the Maidstone mosque 
so we raised £80 which we will be 
giving to the Imam. The more 
Britain First members that turn up, 
the more money we will collect 
through crowdfunding for the 
mosque. We will use their cam¬ 
paign against them.” 

So far, through donations from 
well-wishers, the fund stands at 
over £350. 


Grammar 'annexe' finally 
welcomes its first students 


Business leaders set to 
head to Chevening for 
talks on Brexit moves 


CRUNCH Brexit talks between the 
government and business leaders are 
expected to resume at a mansion 
near Sevenoaks next week. 

Company chiefs descended on 
Chevening House back in July to 
hammer out a strategy for leaving 
the EU with cabinet members 
including David Davies and Tun¬ 
bridge Wells’ Greg Clark, and it is 
understood a second meeting will be 
held on September 15. 

The luxurious Sevenoaks estate, 
traditionally home to the foreign 
secretary, has often been used by 
senior government figures to wine 
and dine esteemed guests. 

Sources at July’s summit told us 
the meeting was “positive” after 
business chiefs had previously 
complained about being left in the 
dark over Brexit by the government. 

Some 34 business leaders were 
involved in the talks, chaired by 
Brexit secretary David Davis - who 
then swore them to secrecy on the 
discussions. 


A month earlier, current foreign 
secretary, Boris Johnson, was spotted 
meeting defence secretary and 
constituency MP, Sir Michael Fallon, 
at local pub, The Bricklayers Arms in 
Chipstead. 

The pair were then caught 
chatting on a bench overlooking the 
River Darent, sparking rumours the 
former London mayor was planning 
to relaunch a leadership bid with 
criticism of Theresa May growing 
louder. 

These claims were swiftly denied, 
as sources said Mr Johnson “regu¬ 
larly sees Michael when he is staying 
at Chevening”. 

Locals have previously revealed it 
is no secret when ministers are in 
town, as they come with a huge 
security presence, and visitors 
approaching the gates of the 
115-room estate are confronted by 
an armed guard. 

The Department for Exiting the 
European Union declined to 
comment when contacted. 


BRITAIN’S first ’new’ grammar 
school in decades opened its doors 
in Sevenoaks on Friday. 

The government banned the 
opening of new selective schools in 
1998, however, the all-girls Weald 
of Kent in Tonbridge successfully 
lobbied for a grammar ‘annexe’ to 
open in Sevenoaks - some 10 miles 
away-in 2015. 

Parents argued that it was the 


MORE than 700 Kent Police officers 
now have added protection against 
being spat at by people they arrest. 

The officers and volunteers from 
the special constabulary, as well as 
designated detention officers 
working in police custody, have 
been trained in using spit guards 
and issued as part of their personal 
protective equipment. 

Chiefs say it will only be used 


only major town in Kent without a 
grammar school and many are still 
frustrated that the annexe is only 
open to girls. 

The Conservatives had pledged 
to expand the grammar system in 
their manifesto for the snap general 
election earlier this year, however, 
the policy was dropped from the 
Queen’s Speech after the Tories 
failed to win a majority. 


when it is proportionate and 
necessary. 

An officer currently has to wait 
up to six months if they are spat at 
to find out if they have been 
infected and in many cases they 
have to take medication. 

Assistant chief constable Tony 
Blaker said: ‘ ‘We have a duty of 
care to protect our officers in the 
course of their duties.’ ’ 


Spit guards become latest 
part of Kent Police's arsenal 
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Cosmic dust found in the White Cliffs of Dover 


SCIENTISTS have discovered fossilised remains of 
cosmic dust within the White Cliffs of Dover which 
could provide vital clues as to the early solar system. 

The discovery published in the journal Earth and 
Planetary Science Letters, follows work conducted by 
Martin Suttle from Imperial College London. 

He explained: “The iconic White Cliffs of Dover are 


an important source of fossilised creatures that help us 
to determine the changes and upheavals the planet has 
undergone many millions of years ago. It is so exciting 
because we’ve now discovered that fossilised space 
dust is entombed alongside these creatures, which can 
also provide us with information about what was 
happening in our solar system at the time.” 


Former governor jailed 
after admitting sex with 
imported child-size doll 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A FORMER school governor, who told 
a court he had sex with a child-sized 
doll, and tried to challenge whether 
his actions were against the law, has 
been jailed for 16 months. 

David Turner, 72, from Ramsgate 
admitted importing and having sex 
with the 3ft 10in doll, described as 
“anatomically detailed and correct” 
and asked a judge to decide if it was 
indecent or obscene in law. 

National Crime Agency officers ar¬ 
rested Turner in November last year 
after Border Force officers intercepted 
a 3ft doll which he was attempting to 
import from China. 

The Border Force-led Fast Parcel 
Joint Border Intelligence Unit (JBIU) 
at Stansted Airport intercepted the 
parcel which was labelled as a man¬ 
nequin and came with a fishnet body¬ 
stocking. 

When NCA officers searched Turn¬ 
er’s Ramsgate home in December 
they discovered two child sex dolls 



VILE: A child sex doll 

which he kept in his study and seized 
a computer, tablets, external hard 
drives and pen drives. 

The charge relates to a 3ft lOin doll 
that was already in his possession, 
and which he had bought clothes for. 


Analysis of Turner’s computers 
showed he viewed websites selling 
items advertised as “flat chest love 
doll” and “mini silicone sex doll 
65cms little breasts”. 

After being arrested Turner re¬ 
signed as a school governor of St 
Ethelbert’s Church Primary School in 
Ramsgate and from St Ethelbert’s and 
Gertrude Church where he was a 
warden. 

Following sentencing at Canter¬ 
bury Crown Court on Friday, an 
NSPCC spokesperson said: “The im¬ 
portation of these grotesque dolls is 
an emerging problem and - as in this 
case - appears to be prevalent among 
individuals who have amassed inde¬ 
cent images and harmed children 
through their online activities. 

“There is no evidence that these 
items help potential abusers. In fact, 
there is a real risk that those who use 
them could become desensitised and 
go on to abuse children. 

“We’re calling on the government 
to close a disturbing legal loophole 
and make it a crime to create, distrib¬ 
ute or possess these dolls.” 



SPEECH: Labour’s Rosie Duffield 

MP breaks her 
silence to hit 
out at ‘trolls’ 


ROSIE Duffield has told the House of 
Commons how she has experienced 
“vile” online abuse as she made her first 
parliamentary speech three months 
after being elected Canterbury MP. 

The Labour candidate defied the odds 
when she beat Conservative stalwart Sir 
Julian Brazier in June’s snap election but 
has maintained something of a low 
profile in the subsequent weeks. 

Speaking during a debate on the 
European Union (Withdrawal) Bill, Ms 
Duffield said: “Many people — espe¬ 
cially me — were completely stunned 
on the morning of June 9 to wake up 
and find that a new red dot had 
appeared on the previously entirely blue 
political map of Kent. 

“I want to mention the so-called 
‘trolling’ of my, mostly female, colleagues 
over the summer. I have already experi¬ 
enced a fair amount of trolling myself. 

“This ranges from ill-informed, badly 
researched articles published as fact to 
unpleasant personal messages late at 
night, and vile, vitriolic insults from a 
small, but persistent, handful of activists 
from other parties posted online.” 

The MP said she acknowledged work 
being done to raise the issue and fight 
against it, insisting members on all sides 
should not resort to name-calling 
during political debate. 


Woman who stabbed 
her ex found guilty 

GILLIAN McKenzie, 53, from Ashford who 
stabbed her former partner in the shoulder and 
chest has been found guilty of attempted murder 
after telling police she wanted to put him “out of 
his misery”. 

A jury at Maidstone Crown Court found her 
guilty of the incident at her home in Hunter 
Avenue, Willesborough, on March 24 after she 
denied the charge. 

The jury heard how McKenzie and her victim 
had previously been in a relationship and 
remained friends following their separation. They 
had been drinking together on the evening of 
McKenzie’s birthday, which came to an abrupt 
end when for reasons unknown she stabbed him 
twice with a kitchen knife. 

He was rushed to hospital amid concerns he 
had life-threatening injuries. He has since made a 
complete recovery. 

A date for McKenzie’s sentencing has not yet 
been set. 


Make sure you pack 
plenty of poo bags 

DOG walkers in Canterbury will soon face a hefty 
fine if they are not carrying at least two bags to pick 
up after their pets. 

The city council is introducing the measure as part 
of a district-wide crackdown on fouling. 

The scheme is set to be rolled out next month, with 
offenders facing the prospect of being slapped with 
an £80 fine on the spot. 

A council spokesperson said: ‘ ‘As part of our 
approach to try and reduce dog fouling and encour¬ 
age responsible dog ownership, we will be requiring 
people to demonstrate they have the means to clear 
up after their pet. 

' ‘As a rule of thumb, we’d expect people to be 
carrying at least two bags that can be used to dispose 
of dog excrement. If they do not have these, they 
could receive a fixed penalty notice. 

‘ ‘Our enforcement officers will approach these new 
powers with discretion and use their common sense. 
We are certain the public will support us in anything 
that has an impact in reducing dog fouling.’ ’ 


Fish and chip shop in 
race to be named top 

THE top two fish and chip shops in London and the 
south east have been revealed - and Kent has a 
contender for the crown. 

The National Fish & Chip Awards had seen a 
shortlist of six reach the final for the regional crown 
and that has now been whittled down to just two. 

The winner will then go head-to-head with other 
chippies around the country in a bid to win the title of 
the nation’s best. 

And the final two includes the Newington Fish Bar 
in Ramsgate. 

It will now look to batter Henley’s of Wivenhoe in 
Colchester to land what are known as the Oscars of 
the fish and chip industry. 

Regular contender Papa’s Bam in Ditton had been 
in the running but failed to reach the final two. 

The Fish and Chip Shop of the Year Award is one of 
15 categories in the 2018 National Fish & Chip 
Awards, organised by Seafish, which campaigns on 
behalf of the seafood industry. 

The overall winner is revealed in January. 
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Appeal to discuss transplant 
decisions to help save lives 



TALK: Nurse Marc Coe with empty transplant boxes, showing missed opportunities 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


SOME 133 people in Kent have died in the last 
decade while being on the waiting list for an 
organ transplant, according to new figures. 

NHS Blood and Transplant revealed the 
tragic number of deaths to mark Organ Do¬ 
nation Week, which concludes today, and is 
now urging people to tell their families they 
want to become donors. 

Hundreds of life saving transplants are be¬ 
ing missed every year because families don’t 
know what their relative wanted. 

Left to make the decision for someone they 
love, families often decide it is safer to say no. 

The reluctance to talk about the issue is 
contributing to a deadly shortage of organs. 

In Kent, there are currently 137 people 
waiting for a transplant but bosses say they 
will only receive that life changing call if 
people make sure their families know they 
want to be a donor. 

Anthony Clarkson, assistant director of 
organ donation and transplantation for NHS 
Blood and Transplant, said: “It’s a tragedy 
that people are dying unnecessarily every 
year in Kent waiting for transplants. 

“We know that if everyone who supported 
donation talked about it and agreed to do¬ 
nate, most of those lives would be saved. 


“This Organ Donation Week, tell your 
family you want to save lives. A few words 
now can make an extraordinary difference. 
It will also make things much easier for your 
family to make the right decision. 

“If you want to save lives, don’t leave it too 
late to talk to your family. In Kent there are 
more than 691,000 people on the NHS Or¬ 
gan Donor Register. However if you want to 
be a donor, your family’s support is still need¬ 
ed for donation to go ahead. 

“If you are unsure about donation, please 


ask yourselves as a family; what would you 
do if one of you needed a transplant? Would 
you accept a life-saving organ? If you’d 
take an organ, shouldn’t you be prepared 
to donate?” 

NHS Blood and Transplant surveys 
show more than 80 per cent of people sup¬ 
port organ donation but only around 49 
per cent of people have ever talked about it. 

Research also shows that women are 30 
per cent more likely to start a conversation 
about organ donation than men. 


£200,000 statue of 
Queen gets approval 

THE first statue of the Queen sitting down has 
been given planning permission in Gravesend. 

The £200,000 statue will be situated in St 
Andrew’s Gardens and be placed on top of a 
stepped plinth. 

The official unveiling is expected in the autumn. 
It is being created by Douglas Jennings who 
previously sculpted war hero Mahinder Singh 
Pujji in the town. 


Sign up to keep our 
beaches looking good 

THERE’s still time to take part in the Great British 
Beach Clean between September 15-18. 

The Marine Conservation Society is running at 
least 10 beach cleans and surveys but so far only 
72 volunteers have signed up. 

To find out more visit www.mcsuk.org/waitrose 
or call 01989 566017. 


Dame backs cliff plan 

DAME Vera Lynn has pledged her support to a £1 
million fundraising appeal by the National Trust to 
afford to buy 700,000 square metres of land 
immediately behind the White Cliffs of Dover. 

The conservation charity bought the clifftops 
back in 2012 and now wants the additional land to 
improve public aspect and enhance the wildlife 
nearby. 
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Campaign after 200 youths 
injured or killed on our roads 



ALMOST 200 people aged between 
16 and 24 have been killed or 
seriously injured on Kent’s roads in 
the past three years, according to 
new figures. 

Kent County Council’s road 
safety team has this month 
launched the Speak Out campaign, 
aimed at giving young people the 
confidence to voice their concerns, 
with 193 car occupants involved in 
serious incidents since 2014. 

Research shows that many 16 to 
24-year-olds in the passenger seat 
would rather keep quiet and not tell 
the driver to be careful, even when 
they feel unsafe or uncomfortable 
by the way they are being driven. 

Road safety team leader at KCC, 
Vicky Harvey, said: “Before closing 
your door, ask yourself: ‘do I want to 
give this person my safety?’ because 


as soon as you shut that door, the 
driver has complete control of what 
they choose to do next. 

“More young drivers are becom¬ 
ing aware that their passengers 
don’t enjoy reckless driving and that 


those who drive badly are viewed by 
their passengers as poor and 
potentially lethal drivers.” 

The month-long campaign 
highlights the serious implications 
and risks of not speaking out. 


Officers could be charged 
after death crash horror 


TWO police officers involved in 
a high-speed car chase could 
face criminal charges following 
the deaths of a child actor and 
his aunt who were killed in 
Bromley last summer. 

Makayah McDermott, 10, 
and Rozanne Cooper, 34, died 
after 23-year-old Joshua Dobby 
crashed a stolen vehicle into the 
family while driving away from 
police in Lennard Road, Penge 
on August 31, 2016. 

Three girls were also taken to 
hospital for injuries sustained 
in the collision. 

Now, following an investiga¬ 
tion into the officers’ actions, 
police watchdog the Independ¬ 
ent Police Complaints Commis¬ 
sion (IPCC), has referred a file to 
the Crown Prosecution Service. 

Operations manager 
Catherine Hall said: “Following 


our investigation I have now 
decided to make a referral to the 
CPS as there is an indication 
that two officers may have 
committed criminal offences 
relating to their actions both 
during and following the 
pursuit. 

“The referral relates to both 
the driver and the passenger of 
the police vehicle. 

“I am satisfied we have 
gathered all the available 
evidence and it is now for the 
CPS to consider whether to 
bring criminal charges.” 

The IPCC investigation report 
has also been sent to the MPS to 
determine whether or not 
disciplinary proceedings should 
follow. In March, Dobby was 
sentenced to 12 years imprison¬ 
ment after admitting man¬ 
slaughter. 


Time for chimney sweep 

KENT fire chiefs say now is the time to get 
chimneys inspected and swept so they’re 
safe to use ahead of the winter months. 

Kent Fire & Rescue Service advises a 
certified chimney sweep is called in by 
those with an open fire or wood burning 
stove to do the job. 


HMRC phone call scam 

TRADING Standards are warning of a 
telephone scam with callers claiming to 
work for HM Revenue and Customs. 

The trickster claims the victim owes large 
amounts of money and that immediate 
payment is needed to prevent the police 
being involved. 


Hospital trust's AGM 

THE Medway NHS Foundation Trust’s AGM 
takes place on September 26 at the Medway 
campus of Canterbury Christ Church 
University. 

Starting at 6pm, those wishing to attend 
should contact Hannah Puttock on 01634 
825292 or email hannah.puttock@nhs.net. 


Town gets parking boost 

EXTRA car parking spaces are now 
available in Ashford town centre after a site 
on Elwick Road opened. 

It provides 105 spaces and is on land 
between the Southeastern car park and the 
Elwick Place development, opposite the new 
Ashford College. 



OAKS 

SUTTON VALENCE, KENT 

AN EXCLUSIVE GATED DEVELOPMENT 
OF 5 BEDROOM DETACHED LUXURY HOMES 
BUILT TO THE HIGHEST SPECIFICATION 


PRICES FROM £995,000 


SHOW HOME OPEN: 
THURSDAY TO MONDAY 
FROM 10AM - 4PM 


TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT PLEASE 
CONTACT THEA HEATON ON: 

020 7205 2450 OR EMAIL SALES@NEWCOURT.CO.UK 

www.newcourt.co.uk 

BEAUTIFUL DESIGN, EXCLUSIVE LOCATIONS 



NEWCOURT 


—^.London • 

Evening 

Standard 

NEW HOMES C+. 

AWARDS ^ Lr XO 

WINNER 
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Grammar’s exams U-turn 



CHANGES: St Olave’s Grammar School has reversed its policy on A-level students which caused such controversy 


By Catherine Wylie 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


A -LEVEL students who 
had their places at an 
Orpington grammar 
school withdrawn after 
failing to achieve cer¬ 
tain grades were allowed to return to 
school this week. 

The decision was welcomed by Orp¬ 
ington MP Jo Johnson, the science 
and universities minister, who called 
it a “sensible move” by a “great 
school”. 

After the U-turn, St Olave’s said its 
goal has always been to “nurture 
boys who flourish” and help them ful¬ 
fil “their full potential academically 
and in life generally”. 

Legal action was taken against the 
governing body of the high-achieving 
school after two students were told 
they could not continue their A-level 
studies into Year 13. 

The pupils, who cannot be named 
for legal reasons, failed to achieve Bs 
in any of their subjects taken in the 
first year of sixth form, lawyers said. 

Dan Rosenberg, from Simpson Mil¬ 
lar solicitors, who has been acting for 
the families, said he was “pleased the 
school has agreed to readmit the chil¬ 
dren and withdraw their policy”. 

He added: “We would now expect 
all other schools with similar policies 


to do the same”. 

The school said in a statement: 
“Following a review of the school’s 
policy on entry to Year 13, the head¬ 
master and governors of St Olave’s 
Grammar School have taken the deci¬ 
sion to remove this requirement and 
we have written to all parents of pu¬ 
pils affected to explain this and offer 
them the opportunity to return to the 


school and continue their studies. 

“Our aim as a school has been and 
continues to be to nurture boys who 
flourish and achieve their full poten¬ 
tial academically and in life general¬ 
ly- 

“Our students can grow and flour¬ 
ish, making the very best of their tal¬ 
ents to achieve success.” 

St Olave’s is far from the first school 


to be accused of looking to drop un¬ 
der-performing students midway 
through their courses in a bid to keep 
their A-level results looking strong. 

Education advisor and former 
Gravesend head teacher Peter Read 
has, in the past, accused Maidstone’s 
Invicta Grammar School of a similiar 
selection method - claims the school 
have always denied. 


Cops smash 
cannabis farm 

POLICE have discovered a cannabis 
farm cultivating some £100,000 
worth of the drug in West 
Kingsdown. 

Officers carried out a search of 
woodland near Fawkham Road on 
Monday and found two areas 
containing 492 cannabis plants. 

The plants, that would have been 
ready to harvest in four to six weeks, 
were seized. 

Police are now continuing their 
investigation to discover who was 
responsible for the farm. Anyone 
with information should call 01622 
604100 quoting reference 20-0656. 

Sea shelter hit 
by vandalism 

AN historic public shelter on Herne 
Bay seafront has been damaged in a 
mindless attack - and now police 
want to hear from anyone who may 
have captured footage of the 
vandalism on their mobile phone. 

The Victorian shelter in Central 
Parade was targeted between 10pm 
and 11.42pm on Saturday, August 
26 with window panes pulled out 
and large pieces of wood torn off the 
shelter. 



Call Kent's no win, no fee specialists 
for a FREE no obligation chat. 


P 


Thank you so mud 
my claim 
helpful, explaining everything 

too muc 


help on 


for all your 

for compensation. You were 

when I didn't 


That's Girlings Personal 
Injury Claims for you. 


m 


apil 


KENT'S NO WIN, NO FEE SPECIALISTS 

C* 0845 222 1999 

0 girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


Girlings 

SOLICITORS V 


MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 


Medical Negligence Claim? 


Warners Gunton 
Hall 5-day Coach 
Holiday £249 


Now you can have a fantastic 5-day trip to Warner's Gunton Hall 



Holiday Village on the Sunny Suffolk Coast for a very special price 
this Autumn... 


You'll love Warner's Gunton Hall with its stunning 
views, Woodland walks, superb large indoor pool, 
indoor Bowls, Coffee Shop and Chic bar. 

You'll especially like the first-rate nightly 
entertainment in the superb show lounge 
And, you'll really feel at home in your Chalet with 
comfy beds, ensuite bathroom with toiletries, TV, 
Radio, hairdryer, iron, tea/coffee tray - everything 
need! 

Full details... 

Monday: arrive this afternoon. Settle in and I 
forward to dinner and entertainment this evening. 
Tuesday: Trip to historic city of Norwich on market i 


Wednesday: A Cruise on the Norfolk Broads 
Thursday: A big part of your holiday is Gunton itself so today 
is left free for you to relax and enjoy the facilities. 

Friday: A last hearty 'Warners' breakfast before we leave. 

Departs: Monday 30th October £249 

Price includes: 4 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown. 

Single chalet supplement £30 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS^OI5I 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 


Our coach departs: Maidstone, 
Sittingbourne, Chatham, Rochester, 
Gillingham, Gravesend - and then to 
Warner's Gunton Hall 
No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 


33 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 
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Call us NOW on 01797 363623 for more Trade Counter wwwaMNt^ m nk 
SPEC IAL OFFERS or visit our showroom Free Delivery 

ALLBITS PLUMBING SUPPLIES - Unit 10, Cinque Ports Road 
Mountfield Industrial Estate, New Romney, Kent, TN288LJ 


Opening Times 

7.30 - 5.30pm 1 
Saturday 9.00 - 3.00pfn\ 
Sunday Glased 1 


ALLB1XS 


Bathroom 

& Plumbing j 
Supplies Ltd y/ 


HUGE Discounts at East Kent's 
Largest Bathroom Showroom 

01797 363623 
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SITE: Medway Council has been left fuming once more after a second plan for 5,000 homes on the former MoD site in Hoo came crashing down around its ears this week 

Lodge Hill crashes yet again as 
developer pulls plug on its plans 

Tom Pyman looks at another remarkable week on what was Medway’s primary site for house building 


C ONTROVERSIAL plans 
for 5,000 homes on the 
site of a nationally pro¬ 
tected bird habitat in 
Medway have been 
scrapped at the eleventh hour, 
sparking a furious response from 
the unitary authority’s leader. 

Lodge Hill has been a long-run¬ 
ning saga, streching back years and 
has been mired in a constant battle 
between concerns for the environ¬ 
ment of any development, against 
the south east’s insatiable demand 
for housing and an insistence from 
central government for local author¬ 
ities to identify suitable areas for 
building. 

But now the former Ministry of 
Defence site faces an uncertain fu¬ 
ture after ambitious plans to build 
thousands of homes were dramati¬ 
cally dropped - delighting cam¬ 
paigners. 

However, it seems unlikely the 
Lodge Hill saga will end just yet. 

The Defence Infrastrucutre 
Organisation, an operating arm of 
the Ministry of Defence, and the 
Homes and Communities Agency 
confirmed on Wednesday it was 
pulling the scheme. 

It comes just two years after a si- 
miliar scheme by property develop¬ 
ment and investment giant Land 
Securities floundered amid concerns 
for the habitat of nightingales in the 
area. Having been given the green 
light by the council it was then 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


called in by the Department for 
Communities and Local Govern¬ 
ment, with a public inquiry sched¬ 
uled for 2018. 

That seems likely to still occur as 
it is not dependant on who is behind 
the scheme. 

Land Securities then pulled the 
plug on progressing with its ambi¬ 
tions for the scheme two years ago 
this month. 

Both it and the most recent aban¬ 
doned plans, have seen millions 
wasted in preparation work and de¬ 
velopment. 

Previously used for bomb disposal 
testing, development of the land 
would have also destroyed Chat- 
tenden Woods which is classified as 
a Site of Scientic Interest and home 
to around one per cent of the UK’s 
nightingale population, which has 
declined by 90 per cent in the last 50 
years. 

But it was also providing a major 
chunk of Medway’s housing needed 
to meet the demand of an ever-in- 
creasing population. 

And it is that which has enraged 
Medway Council leader Alan Jar- 
rett. 

In an echo of comments made by 
former leader Rodney Chambers 
when Land Securities pulled out, the 
Conservative said: “I am appalled 
this important scheme is going back 
to the drawing board, further delay¬ 
ing a project which would create 
jobs and much needed homes for the 


area. 

“A succession of agencies have let 
the people of Medway down by con¬ 
stantly delaying this important site 
which has huge potential. 

“A great deal of work has gone 
into establishing that the site is a 
sustainable location for a new devel¬ 
opment, and owners and developers 
need to continue to push forward 
with providing high quality, energy 
efficient homes for our existing resi¬ 
dents, their families in the years to 
come and those looking to relocate 
here - and not forgetting the exten¬ 
sive employment opportunities the 
site could offer residents. 

“While I am hugely disappointed 
that the current scheme for Lodge 
Hill has been withdrawn, I now ea¬ 
gerly await the new plans expected 
to be put forward by the applicants 
in the coming months. 

“It’s time for agencies to get off the 
fence and bring this site forward for 
development. 

“By 2035 we must build 30,000 
new homes to keep up with our ex¬ 
panding population and therefore 
each and every suitable develop¬ 
ment site is key. 

“Medway’s extensive 20-year re¬ 
generation plan is well and 
truly underway and this important 
site is part of our ambitious vision of 
becoming a leading waterfront uni¬ 
versity city of 330,000 people. 

“Over the next ten years residents, 
visitors, businesses and those from 
East 


further afield, will absolutely recog¬ 
nise Medway as an increasingly de¬ 
sirable place to live, work, learn and 
visit.” 

But the scheme was never popular 
with some groups, with a number of 
organisations staging high profile 
campaigns against it. 

More than 12,000 people objected 
to the planning application when it 
was approved by Medway Council in 
2014, prompting the government 
call in. 

John Bennett is chief executive of 
the Kent Wildlife Trust. 

He said: “After a huge amount of 
work over many years to protect 
Lodge Hill, alongside RSPB and oth¬ 
er conservation partners, we wel¬ 
come the common sense shown by 
the withdrawal of this damaging de¬ 
velopment application. 

“We look forward, optimistically, 
to a positive future for the area and 
its wildlife, which is important for 
Kent and the country as a whole.” 

Chris Corrigan, the RSPB’s direc¬ 
tor for England added: “Thousands 
of people joined the RSPB and Kent 
Wildlife Trust in expressing their 
shock and dismay at plans to build 
on Lodge Hill. 

“The withdrawal of the plans is a 
clear sign that the voices of local 
people have been heard. 

“It is concerning that these pro¬ 
posals were approved in the first 
place, and this concern is something 
we believe the planning inquiry 


would have shared. 

“Lodge Hill was declared a SSSI by 
the government because it is the best 
place for nightingales in the UK, a 
species that, in England, has de¬ 
clined by around 90 per cent in the 
last half century leaving less and 
less to bring their beautiful song to 
the English countryside. 

“Areas as important as Lodge Hill 
should be protected and celebrated 
and not threatened with housing.” 

Rochester and Strood MP Kelly 
Tolhurst added: “I am delighted that 
years of hard work by residents and 
local environment charities has re¬ 
sulted in what we have long hoped 
for. This is a victory for common 
sense. 

“It was never right for our natural 
habitats and communities be sacri¬ 
ficed for poorly thought-out plans 
that would only bring misery to one 
of our most beautiful areas. 

“Medway needs a realistic vision 
for the next 20 years that puts the 
community and prosperity at its 
heart. 

“I will continue to push for a local 
plan that looks to put Medway on 
the map rather than be a tick-boxing 
exercise to please officials and devel¬ 
opers.” 

■ What do you think of Lodge 
Hill? Share your views and 
join the debate. Email us at 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk and 
we’ll feature the best on our 
letters’ page. 
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£102m traffic hotspot solution? 

Tom Pyman went along to find out about a major new scheme for the Stockbury roundabout which 
could transform one of the county’s pinch points. But some say it’s not enough to make a difference 



PLANS: This is how it could look. Have your say on the plans during the consultation period which runs until next month. 


A PROPOSED £102m solu¬ 
tion to easing conges¬ 
tion at one of the coun¬ 
ty’s most notorious 
traffic pinch-points and 
accident hotspots has been unveiled 
this week. 

Highways England opened a con¬ 
sultation into plans to improve the 
Stockbury roundabout, which links 
junction 5 of the M2 and the A249 
between Maidstone and Sitting- 
bourne, with the aim of starting work 
as soon as 2020. 

A dozen options, including an 
A249 flyover above the roundabout, 
and a plan to replace the roundabout 
with a three-tier interchange, were 
initially considered by roads chiefs 
but scrapped because they decided 
they would not have a sufficient effect 
on reducing congestion, or they were 
too expensive. 

Instead, a fresh consideration, 
known as Option 12A, has been 
brought forward for the public to feed 
back on. 

This option will see the roundabout 
enlarged to provide a new through 
route for cars using the A249, new 
dedicated left-turn lanes for traffic 
travelling from the A249 southbound 
to the M2 London-bound and from 
the A249 northbound to the M2 
coast-bound. 

A new single lane slip road from the 
M2 coast-bound to the A249 north¬ 
bound which would avoid the round¬ 
about altogether is also proposed, 
while the existing connection from 
the Maidstone Road to the rounda¬ 
bout would be closed, with Maidstone 
Road re-routed to link with Oad 
Street. 

Additionally, the existing junction 
of Oad Street with the A249 would be 
closed and a new link would be pro¬ 
vided south of the existing Oad Street 
to connect directly with the rounda¬ 
bout, while the Honeycrock Hill junc¬ 
tion with the A249 would also be 
closed for safety reasons. 

Bosses say all movements through 
the junction would be controlled by 
traffic lights, with the exception of 
the Oad Street ‘arm’, which would 
have ‘give way’ markings at the 
roundabout entry, and that the pro¬ 
posal also includes some measures to 
improve facilities for people walking 
to the bus stops and connecting to lo¬ 
cal public footpaths. 

At a proposed cost of £102m, it is 
technically over-budget, but high¬ 
ways chiefs insist efficiencies will be 
found and they expect the figure to 
fall within the £50m to £100m 
bracket outlined by the government. 

Senior project manager Neil An¬ 
drew told KoS: “We’ve gone through 
the options looking at the high level 
objectives that were set - that is look¬ 
ing towards reducing the number of 
incidents because this junction is 
identified within the top 50 national 
casualty locations, with 111 personal 
injury accidents between 2011 and 
2015. 

“We can see it’s a very high acci¬ 
dent location for sideswipes as people 
are moving around the roundabout 


and also as people are approaching 
on the A249. 

“It’s also looked towards journey 
times so trying to reduce the conges¬ 
tion experienced on both the ap¬ 
proaches from the M2 and A249. 

“The scheme we’re developing is 
also aimed at keeping traffic on the 
strategic road network. 

“A large number of individuals at 
the moment are using rural roads to 
get around the junction and causing 
subsequent congestion and anxiety 
for residents and local communities. 

“The commitment made to govern¬ 
ment is to begin work on this junction 
by March 2020 and at the moment 
that is what our current programme 
is showing. 

“In terms of an actual construction 
project, for a scheme of this nature, 
we’re looking at 18 to 24 months so 
we’re anticipating this being open to 
traffic by summer 2022.” 

Before then, however, there is a 
lengthy, complicated process of pub¬ 
lic engagement, as has been seen 
elsewhere in the county with other 
major roads projects such as the Low¬ 
er Thames Crossing and the proposed 
lorry park designed to ease the prob¬ 
lems caused by Operation Stack. 

The consultation runs until Tues¬ 
day, October 17, where people can at¬ 
tend a series of exhibition events, and 
then have their say on the plans us¬ 


ing either the paper questionnaire or 
the online version. 

A public consultation report to doc¬ 
ument feedback will then be pro¬ 
duced in December before a preferred 
route announcement is made early 
next year. 

A further, statutory consultation 
will then follow in the summer, with 
bosses hoping the project will be 
classed as a Nationally Significant In¬ 
frastructure Project (NSIP). 

After that, a development consent 
order (DCO) application would need 
to be submitted, most likely during 
the winter of 2018, before the plan¬ 
ning inspectorate evaluates the 
scheme and application the following 
year. 

Between 2019 and 2020, a recom¬ 
mendation will be given to the gov¬ 
ernment and the transport secretary 
will then make the final decision, af¬ 
ter which construction can com¬ 
mence. 

However, Labour councillor for 
Swale Borough Council, Roger True- 
love, said the proposals weren’t ade¬ 
quate and that the option of a flyover, 
which Highways England claims 
would have cost some £184m, was 
required to solve the problems. 

“We already have tremendous tail¬ 
backs on the A249 related to traffic 
lights at the Stockbury roundabout,” 
he said. 


“This plan maintains traffic lights 
and so I can’t see it helping. All they 
are providing is a slip road for traffic 
coming from London that wants to 
use the roundabout. 

“It seems that it is an invitation for 
all traffic to use Maidstone Road and 
Oad Street and it will hit the villages. 

“It will slightly alleviate the cur¬ 
rent problem but with developments 
in the local plan it just isn’t adequate.” 

Concerns have also been raised 
over the impact on traffic approach¬ 
ing the Kent Showground, further 
down the A249 in Detling, for popu¬ 
lar events such as the Kent County 
Show. 

Indeed there were severe delays for 
visitors at this summer’s show back 
in June following a smash on the 
M20, but Mr Andrew insisted it was 
too soon to draw up specific plans for 
how that will work during the con¬ 
struction process. 

“We will be continuing close en¬ 
gagement with key stakeholders, 
whether that’s the showground, ma¬ 
jor operators or freight to work on our 
construction management plans,” he 
said. 

“One of the key things we do when 
we commence and undertake this is 
try to minimise the disruption caused 
to the road users, and especially key 
events such as those utilising the 
showground which are key for the re¬ 


gional economy. 

“We will do whatever we can to 
minimise the impact of our construc¬ 
tion on such events as that. 

“But it’s at such an early stage at 
the moment it wouldn’t make sense 
to start looking at the construction 
until we’ve gone through the process 
of engaging and getting the govern¬ 
ment’s support on the option that we 
are planning on taking forward. 

“There could be tweaks following 
the public consultation so we can’t 
start finalising plans on how we’re 
going to set about delivering this 
complex infrastructure.” 

A series of public exhibitions will be 
held at the following dates, times and 
locations around the county over the 
coming few weeks: 

Stockbury Memorial Hall 
(Cricket Club) between 2pm and 8pm 
on Monday, September 11 
Forum Shopping Centre, Sitting- 
bourne, between 10am and 2pm on 
Saturday, September 16 
Sheppey Gateway, 

Sheerness, between 2pm and 
8pm on Wednesday, September 20 
The Mall Maidstone, 
between 9am and 5pm on Saturday, 
September 23 

■ For more information on the 
project, including the consulta¬ 
tion questionnaire, visit http:// 
bit.ly/2w6SgjF 


12 Week ending September 10,2017 


East 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 
















Offers end 

23“ SEPTEMBER 
v 2017 j 


OUR SALE NOW ON! 


Established 1981 


Over 61,000 customers! 


Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


.Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


WINDOWS 
£ 1 . 512 ^ 
WINDOWS 
£1,890f°fc T 
WINDOWS 

£2«268 a£9at 

s 


*15%1 

\ OFF ALL I 

Conservatories 
_V& Orangeries 


BEFOHE 


Convert your 
conservatory into a 
usable all year round 
sun-porch with the 


i:IIl 


4 WINDOWS 

£1,891 ri9 At 

5 WINDOWS 

£2,3B4 r^AT 

6 WINDOWS 

£2,836% 

7 WINDOWS 

£3*309 r«99AT 


I £3,309r„99A T 

All inclusive of litS/ig, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pdkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra Qfl% on averag e which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


vA'IMepn^i 

5 Chamber Profile 
Pllklngton Optiwtille" {outer pane) 
Argon g ss filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilklngtcn K Glass’" OW {Inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


mmmm. m 

Energy Window 


Celebrating over 36 yeas of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 

0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


Knipflt Road, Strood {opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


Open 6 days am* 

Monday ■ Saturday 9 am ■ 5 pm 


M BfftilTSass EfsCHB mxhni 


AS HEARD ON heart * 'vaT l FEM3A 


rY~\ PUfllilff'BSraKJ- 35^83 
rtj D5orlJsfcP3621 
Vy Tuimhcrifid Dim: 

V 


2 Raman Square, Sittingboume 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Night Street. Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


■ aaiumay jam - apm factory awarded British Safety Council Sarety Award: Every Year Since 1904 

01795 422 877 Head oifice and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, KnJglrt Road, Strood. £3 

oi 634 B26 238 f www.supaglazing.comB T m 
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ENSINCTON 

UBQFM 


Manhatten Bistro Set 

2 bistro chairs with seat pads. 1 low bistro table 


Granada 6 Chair Dining Set 
with Seat Pads 


RRP £399 

Sale £299 

Available in pebble or slate 


BLUE CROSS PRICE 


RRP £799 


Kensington 

3.65 x 4.3m Polycarbonate Garden Room 


Kensington 

5 Piece Lounge Set, 2 Seater Sofa, 2 Armchairs, 

1 Ottoman, all with cushions, plus 1 glass top table 


RRP £999 

Sale £599 

Brown only 


BLUE CROSS PRICE 


RRP £1999 

Sale £1599 £1279 


Alexandra Rose Acacia 
4' or 5' Benches 


Madrid 4 Piece Woven Sofa Set 
Complete with Cushions 


RRP £1399 blue CROSS PRICE 

Sale £699 £559 


RRP £199 blue cross price 

Sale £99 £79 


*0n stock items only 


ensngton^ 


ENSiNGTON^ 


BIG BLUE CROSS SALE 

AN EXTRA ^ ^f 

ABSOLUTELY 

EVERYTHING 

All garden, cane & conservatory 
furniture and all BBQ’s 


Kensington Garden Furniture, 
Birchwood Garden Centre, ^4| 

S>Tel: 01322 613052 <1 

(next to Premier Inn on old A20) 
London Road, Swanley Kent BR8 7QD 
birchwood@regattafurniture.co.uk 

All offers correct at time of going to press and subject to availably. E&OE 
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feel the pain as 
MPs call for 
more assistance 


A report published this week says the social and 
economic gap is widening between some of our 
coastal areas and those inland. But just what 
are the issues and why do some towns flourish 
while others continue to struggle to improve? 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


NEMPLOYED workers in Kent’s 
coastal towns need to be prepared 
to “look further” to get into work, 
an MP has said. 

The call comes following a re¬ 
port by the Social Market Foundation released 
this week which suggested the social and eco¬ 
nomic gap between coastal communities, and 
those more inland, was widening. 

Areas of Kent including Thanet and Dover 
were noted among those struggling, with the 
think tank claiming average wages are 
£3,600 a year lower in these “pockets of depri¬ 
vation”. 

Indeed figures from the last financial year 
showed 5.5 per cent of the Thanet population 
were unemployed, compared to 3.8 per cent 
across the south east and 4.7 per cent nation¬ 
wide. 

The SMF report states: “There has been a 
widespread belief that the economies of coast¬ 
al towns have performed poorly relative to the 
rest of the country, with a lack of well-paid job 
opportunities for people in these areas. 

“Many point to structural, long-standing 
economic and social problems following the 
decline of domestic tourism in the UK. 

“Some also point to the fact that many 
coastal communities are poorly connected to 
major employment centres in the UK, which 
compounds the difficulties faced by residents 
in these areas. 

“Not only do they lack local job opportuni¬ 
ties, but travelling elsewhere for work is also 
relatively difficult.” 

That difficulty has perhaps been exacerbat¬ 
ed in recent years, with train fares for com¬ 
muters rising at a significant rate year-on- 
year. 

South Thanet MP Craig Mackinlay told KoS 
he accepted those challenges but insisted 
there were jobs out there for people in his con¬ 
stituency. 

“Some of the population should look slightly 
further,” the Conservative politician said. 

“It might mean having to travel to Canter¬ 
bury, for example - but I still think there are 
lots of jobs available within a reasonable strik¬ 
ing distance and I hope people will say Til 
have a look’. 

“Thanet Earth advertises 50 jobs a day. For 
people to build a CV, they need to get into work 


early.” 

Neighbouring Conservative MP Sir Roger 
Gale agreed there were jobs available but ad¬ 
mitted it can be difficult to get out of a vicious 
cycle while unemployed. 

“Public transport across east Kent is not 
good - it goes around the coast but not in the 
middle,” he said. 

“It’s easy to say ‘get on your bike’ and it can 
be extremely difficult, but if you really want to 
work, you will find it. 

“If every time you go somewhere else it costs 
you a fiver, there’s a disincentive, so we have to 
make it more attractive. 

“Many of those currently unemployed are 
lower-middle age people who had jobs but do 
not have the required ‘modern’ skills. 

“I’ve been unemployed and I remember how 
dispiriting it is. 

“It’s easier when you’re young to say you 
can wash plates in a restaurant. When you get 
older and say you’ll go out and look but people 
tell you you’re too old and don’t have the skills. 

“If you’re in London, the world is your oyster 
- there’s always someone who wants someone 
to do something. 

“Out on the periphery it gets harder. Even if 
you live in Margate or Cliftonville if you’ve got 
to spend a lot of money travelling to places, 
you think ‘is it really worth it?’. 

“There are still places of deprivation around 
the coast where they have not had the oppor¬ 
tunities to reinvent themselves.” 

By their very nature, coastal towns do not 
have ‘360 degree accessibility’ and Mr 
Mackinlay said geography does play a part, 
but cited Brighton as an example of a success 
story. 

“It’s perfectly achievable to have very 
wealthy areas on the coast,” he said. 

And indeed Whitstable a little further along 
the coast is proof that once sleepy towns can 
be reactivated and become major success sto¬ 
ries, delivered through a combination of his¬ 
tory and modern facilities. 

Just 20 years ago it was very much the poor 
relation to nearby Canterbury. But a growing 
admiration among the press and sitting just 
an hour outside of London saw the once quiet 
fishing town transformed, with second hand 
furniture stores being replaced with swanky 
boutiques in its town centre, and some careful 
and well thought out development by the city 
council in keeping with the area. 

Broadstairs too has remained immune from 
the problems, pulling in crowds and, like 
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Whitstable, buoyed by the fact visitors need to 
get out of their cars to explore the town and the 
beach surrounding it. 


One could also argue that with the high speed 
rail link, east Kent is in fact far more accessible 
than many other areas of the country, and 


Thanet District Council leader Chris Wells 
pointed to the area’s booming tourism industry 
as evidence that it is turning a corner - with 


huge crowds flocking to the new £4m Wether- 
spoons pub in Ramsgate which opened last 

Continued from page 15 


MIXED : Broadstairs, above, continues to be a hugely popular destination all year round. Near neighbour Margate, right, continues to 
struggle during the winter, while Whitstable has become the county’s big coastal success story 
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Bloating or abdominal pain, flatulence, constipation or diarrhoea 

The riddle of 
recurring intestinal 


problems 


The search for the cause of recurring intestinal problems often resembles a guessing game. Those affected repeatedly suffer from annoying bloating, 
constipation or diarrhoea, flatulence or abdominal pain. Finally research has shown: in many cases the reason is Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS). 
Fortunately, there is a promising relief for IBS called Kijimea IBS. And it is NOW available in the UK. 


Intestinal problems were 
unexplainable for a long time 

For a very long time, the causes of recurring 
intestinal problems were a mystery for scientists. 
Recently they finally found a possible answer: 
the symptoms could be a sign for a disease called 
IBS. By now, more and more experts are con¬ 
vinced that IBS may be caused by small damages 
in the intestinal barrier. These allow pollutants 
and pathogens to enter the intestinal wall and to 
trigger the typical symptoms of IBS. 

Researchers discovered effective 
help for IBS sufferers 

Based on these findings, a group of renowned 
scientists made a breakthrough discovery: A 
globally unique bifidobacterium (B. bifidum 
MIMBb75) - contained only in Kijimea IBS. 
What is so special about it? This fascinating bac¬ 
teria strain attaches itself directly to the 
surface of the intestinal wall. Symbol¬ 
ically, it covers the damaged intestinal 
wall like a plaster and forms a protect¬ 
ive layer. 


Amazing study results 

The benefits of Kijimea IBS have actually been 
put to the test in a clinical study - with amazing 
results! IBS symptoms did not only significantly 
improve due to Kijimea IBS, but also disappeared 
completely in some cases. On top of that, the 
bifidobacterium contained in Kijimea IBS is the 
only one worldwide that simultaneously showed 
an increase in the quality of life of IBS patients! 
Thus - after an endless search for aid against IBS 
- Kijimea IBS is likely to provide a true benefit to 
affected people. 

Now available in the UK 

In many other countries, Kijimea IBS has al¬ 
ready proven to be extremely successful. This 
promising product is finally available in the UK, 
too. It has already changed the lives of many af¬ 
fected people. So, if you repeatedly suffer from 
intestinal problems such as bloating, abdomin¬ 
al pain, constipation, or diarrhoea, Kijimea IBS 
might also be an effective help for you. Above 
all, Kijimea IBS is prescription-free and has no 
known side effects. 


The photo in this advertisement contains a model, not an IBS patient. If symptoms worsen and/or persist, consult a doctor. For more information visit www.kijimea.co.uk 
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Kijimea IBS is brand-new! 

It is only available by order over the 
pharmacist counter at: 

• Your independent pharmacy or Superdrug 
pharmacy 

• Boots (via the Alliance wholesale system) 

• or online at www.chemistdirect.co.uk and 
www.amazon.co.uk! 

SHOW THIS COUPON TO YPIIB PHARMACIST 

TO ORDER KIJIMEA FOR YOU! 


Dear pharmacist, 

Kijimea IBS is new on the UK market. If you 
cannot find it in your own supplier system, 
please make a special order through the 

Alliance wholesale system. 


KIJIMEA IBS 
PIP Code: 
404-3170 
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Continued from page 15 

week as well as established attractions such as 
the Turner Contemporary art gallery and the 
recently-revamped Dreamland leisure complex. 

Cllr Wells said: “Over the bank holiday week¬ 
end we had 120,000 visitors, there’s a 22 per 
cent increase in jobs and a 15 per cent increase 
in trips. 

“Businesses know things are happening here 
and it’s becoming a real success story.” 

The Ukip councillor said Thanet was still be¬ 
hind average figures because it started so far 
behind historically, as suggested in the SMF re¬ 
port. 

Sir Roger added: “The bucket-and-spade sea¬ 
side towns closer to London took a dive in the 
1950s and 60s when cheap foreign travel ar¬ 
rived, and they have since had to reinvent them¬ 
selves. 

“Cliftonville suffered considerably but that’s 
turning around because of the Turner Contem¬ 
porary and Dreamland. 

“Likewise, Herne Bay in my constituency has 
established itself as a culture centre, with the 
carnival, air show and radio festival.” 

Cllr Wells also pointed out that wages in 
Thanet were rising at a rate two times quicker 
than the UK and the south east, insisting the 
gap was being closed rapidly. 

“The national average of people who live in 
private rented homes is 20 per cent-of those, 17 
per cent are reliant on housing benefit,” Cllr 
Wells said. 

“In our hotspot areas, 70 per cent are living 
in that sector and 70 per cent are on benefits. 
Some of that deprivation is incredibly deep- 
rooted.” 

Mr Mackinlay added: “Our tourism appeal is 
a good base to build on and it’s why I’m so sup¬ 
portive of Manston because it can provide those 
jobs. 

“The key to tourism is to get people to do 
things out of season as well. 

“It’s all very well being hugely busy in the 
summer holidays but that’s no good in January, 
you’ve got to encourage people all year round.” 





The future of the Manston Airport site has 
been a contentious issue across the district, 
with RiverOak Strategic Partners looking to re¬ 
open it as a cargo hub, while site owners Stone 
Hill Park have submitted a planning applica¬ 
tion for their own project, which includes 2,500 
homes and leisure facilities. 

Cllr Wells responded: “I am genuinely sur¬ 
prised to hear that Craig Mackinlay is con¬ 
cerned about geography and jobs for Thanet. 

“It would appear that his and Sir Roger’s fan¬ 
tasy cargo hub is in some way exempt from the 
geography issue. 

“Otherwise, I am not sure how they justify 
the supposed 30,000 jobs they claim will eme- 
nate from this cargo hub.” 

The tourism boom could be attributed to 
some of the knock-on effects of Brexit, in that a 
weak pound is discouraging holidaymakers 
from travelling abroad, and instead encourag¬ 
ing them more towards embarking on ‘stayca- 
tions’. 

Mr Mackinlay said: “The pound has been 



here before, it goes up and down and at the mo¬ 
ment, yes, it does make holidays more expensive 
if you want to go abroad, and it’s not pleasant 
going through airports. 

“In Thanet we’ve got a great offering of Blue 
Flag beaches [an award meaning those visiting 
can be sure that they are clean, safe and meet 
the highest environmental standards] and 
tourist attractions.” 

However, it is not just in Thanet where there 
is a feeling of having been left behind in the 
past. 

The SMF report noted: “Particularly in the 
south east, some coastal communities are pock¬ 
ets of significant deprivation surrounded by af¬ 
fluence - meaning their problems are often over¬ 
looked by policymakers.” 

Dover and Deal MP Charlie Elphicke suggest¬ 
ed his constituency had historically suffered in 
that regard, but insisted the towns were moving 
in the right direction. 

“This report raises a vital issue of our times - 
how we must invest more in the historic towns 


and regions across the whole of our nation,” he 
said. 

“For too long, Britain has worked for London 
and the big cities, rather than communities like 
Dover. 

“We’ve worked tirelessly to secure £500m of 
investment for Dover and Deal since 2010. 

“Things are moving forward - Burlington 
House is demolished and the new shops and cin¬ 
ema at the St James development are rising. 

“And the latest official figures say average 
earnings in Dover and Deal rose 10 per cent in a 
year. 

“Yet everyone knows that in our corner of 
Kent we always have to fight twice as hard. That 
needs to change. 

“We need to do more to boost Britain’s regions 
and coastal communities. Bringing back duty 
free sales on travel to Europe after Brexit would 
help. 

“And we need to improve our transport links. 
The high speed train has done much to boost 
prosperity. Now we need to upgrade our roads, 
like the M20 and A2, to increase job prospects 
and ensure we are ready on day one for Brexit.” 

At the same time as the report’s publication, 
the government pledged a further £40m invest¬ 
ment in coastal areas to help boost employment 
and tourism. 

A spokesperson for the Department for Com¬ 
munities and Local Government said this week: 
“This government recognises the challenges 
facing coastal communities and our investment 
in local growth is already making a big differ¬ 
ence. 

“Our Coastal Communities Fund has provid¬ 
ed £170m for 278 projects since 2012, bringing 
in two million extra visitors, creating almost 
500 new businesses and securing 6,000 new 
jobs.” 

Minister Jake Berry added: “This year is al¬ 
ready looking like another record year for stay- 
cations and our latest round of funding will help 
attract even more visitors to the Great British 
coast so that our coastal communities can 
thrive.” 


CONCERN: Conservative MPs Sir Roger Gale, left, and Craig Mackinlay. Pictures: ADY KERRY 
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PC & Laptop Service only... 


Give us a call to have your 
PC or Laptop fully serviced 
at your home or business. 

We come to you! 


Highly experienced and 
friendly technicians 


39 


.99 


(per PC/Loplap) 


Virus, trojan & malware 
issues resolved 


Trustworthy company 
established over 15 years 
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Offer Broadband St Wireless setup 


16 Week ending September 10,2017 


East 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 












Stephen P. Gay 

Funeral (Service and 
Memorial Masons 


serving the community 
since 1982 


Funerals tailored to suit 
individual requirements 

Memorials made using the very 
best materials available 



BRAMM 



Funeral Home 

25 Station Road, Longfield, Kent DAS 7QD 
Tel: 01474 700194 <24hrs) 

65 Darenth Road, Dartford, Kent DAI 1LU 
Tel: 01322 617499 

www.stephenpgayfunerals.cp.uk 

Memorial Showroom 

120 Old Road West 
Gravesend, Kent DAI 1..0LR. 

Tel: 01474 321003 
Stephenpgaymemorialskent.eo.uk 


We are the only independent funeral 
service in Longfield and Dartford 


"Remembering you an this day, 
comforted by so many memories" 
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Court Mount Park, Birchington & 
Bluebell Woods, Canterbury... 

A totally new way of life for the over 55’s! 

Exceptionally luxurious homes available now for immediate 
occupation, each with fully integrated kitchens 

Luxurious park homes for sale in a secure, private environment. 
Show home available or order to your own specifications 


/ STOP PRESS! 

Ready now at 
Bluebell Woods, 
Canterbury 
the Prestige Sonata n, 
32’ x 20’ - £169,950 






Coming in 
November at 
Court Mount 
the Omar 
bespoke special. 

32’x 20’- £173,000 


Park Home Living with Saunders Park Homes 


Parks at: 

The Foxhunter Park 
Monkton 

Court Mount 

Birchington 

Bluebell Woods 
Broad Oak, Canterbury 


www.saundersparkhomes.co.uk 
Tel: 01843 841657 Mob: 07768 872386 
Canterbury Road, Birchington CT7 OBU 


Coming in 
November to 
Bluebell Woods 
The Prestige Minuet, 
40’ x 10’ - £92,000 
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Was this 
t penned by 
Jack the 
Ripper? 

Chris Britcher on how postcard set to 
sell for thousands of pounds amid 
, claims it could have been signed by 
the notorious Victorian serial killer 


WHO WAS THE RIPPER? 



POSTCARD which 
claims to have been 
sent by infamous 
Victorian killer 
Jack the Ripper, is 
set to go under the hammer at 
an auction in Folkestone next 
month. 

The postcard was received at 
Ealing Police Station on 
October 29, 1888 from some¬ 
one claiming to be responsible 
for the brutal murder of at least 
five women in the slums of the 
East End. 

Never found, the killer 
spread panic in the capital 
with his horrific murders 
which involved cutting the 
throats of women and then 
brutally mutiliating them. 

Ever since then, a whole 
industry has grown up around 
just who was the guilty man. 

It was one of a number of 
notes sent to police claiming 
responsibility during the 
long-running manhunt. 

It contains a threat to kill two 
women and was sent on a 
significant date. Mary Kelly, 
one of the five of his confirmed 
victims, was murdered less 
than two weeks later. 

It reads: “Beware there is 
two women I want here they 
are bastards, and I mean to 
have them with my knife is 
still in good order it is a 
students knife and I hope you 
liked the half of kidney. I am 
Jack the Ripper.” 

The card is being sold by 
Grand Auctions in Folkestone 
on behalf of Doreen Hall, 
whose late husband John was 
an officer with the Metropoli¬ 
tan Police. 

He was given the item as a 
memento after the Ripper file 
was closed and he left the force 
in 1966. He later became a 
publican in Dover. 

Mrs Hall said: “I found the 
card when I was going through 
my husband’s papers after his 
death. It makes you stop and 
think that when you touch the 
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AT the end of the 19th century, 
Whitechapel was one of the 
poorest parts of London. And 
it was there amid the slums 
that one of the most infamous 
serial killers spread his terror 
by targeting prostitues. 

Coined ‘Jack the Ripper’ by 
police - allegedly after it was 
used in a letter to police (not 
the one now up for auction) 

- he was responsible for five 
confirmed, brutal, murders. 


Known as the ‘canonical 
five’ they were Mary Ann 
Nicols, Annie Chapman, 
Elizabeth Stride, Cathering 
Eddowes and Mary Jane 
Kelly. All were killed between 
August 31 and November 9 
1888. 

Their throats were cut prior 
to their abdomens being 
mutilated. Internal organs 
were removed from three of 
the victims. 


Quite aside from its brutal¬ 
ity, the huge police investiga¬ 
tion’s failure to catch the man 
saw this mystery figure pass 
into legend with theories 
abounding to the present 
day as to who was responsi¬ 
ble. 

Regular tours of where the 
killings took place still take 
place in Whitechapel - now 
almost completely unrecog¬ 
nisable from Victorian times. 


postcard it could have been 
handled by Jack the Ripper 130 
years ago. It’s a scary 
thought.” 

Jonathan Riley of Grand 
Auctions says the postcard was 
received by the police in 1888 
so it is contemporary to the 
period when the Whitechapel 
murders - as they were known 
- were bringing terror to the 
streets of London 

The authenticity of the card 
as a vital piece of police 
evidence is, says the auction 
house, “indisputable” - it was 
placed in the Met’s official 
Jack the Ripper file where it 
remained until it was closed. 

Said Mr Riley: “The com¬ 
ment about his student’s knife 
could be important because 
many people thought the 
murderer may have had some 
medical or surgical training.” 

Grand Auctions has consult¬ 
ed a range of experts, includ¬ 
ing the Jack the Ripper Mu¬ 
seum in London and The 
Whitechapel Society, especial¬ 
ly Stewart Evans, author of a 
book about letters relating to 
Jack the Ripper. 

He told Mr Riley that it was 
definitely from the correct era 
and authentic. 

Mr Riley added: “Nothing 
like this from the police files 
has ever come up for sale 
before with such convincing 
provenance, so we are dealing 
with a very rare artefact 
indeed involving someone who 
still casts a chilling shadow 
even after all these years. 

“More than a century after 
the Whitechapel murders, the 
killings have never been 
solved and the identity of Jack 
the Ripper remains a mystery. 
It continues to grip the public’s 
imagination and the story is 
never very far from the news 
headlines, with books, films 
and TV programmes all 
dedicated to the subject. 

“So could this postcard with 
its 43 menacing words be from 
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-m. MYSTERY: The scrawled postcard, above, 

» was part of the Met’s initial investigations 
into the killer back in the late 19th century 


The appetite for Jack 
the Ripper memora¬ 
bilia cotinues to be 
strong around the 
world. 

While experts are 
divided as to how 
much the postcard 
in Folkestone will 
fetch when the 
hammer finally 
falls, other items 
have commanded 
enormous sums. 

In 2015 a shawl 
worn by one of the 
victims of the 
Ripper - Catherine 
Eddowes - went for 
sale with an estimat¬ 
ed price of £2.2mil- 
lion. What made that 
unique and so 
desired by collectors 
was that it was 
believed to contain 
blood from the 
Ripper. 

Subsequent DNA 
tests led some to 
suggest it confirmed 
the theory the 
Ripper was Aaron 
Kosminski, a Polish 


immigrant and one 
of the suspects at the 
time. However those 
results have subse¬ 
quently been 
disputed by experts. 

In 2014, a collec¬ 
tion of items belong¬ 
ing to a police officer 
involved in the 
murders case in 
1888 sold to a private 
collector for some 
£17,700 - some five 
times their esti¬ 
mate. The lot 
included the hand¬ 
cuffs, truncheon, 
whistle and note¬ 
book PC Edward 
Watkins was 
carrying on the 
night he found one of 
the murder victims. 

And in June of this 
year a printed police 
poster from 1888, 
warning those living 
in Whitechapel 
about the murders, 
sold for more than 
£26,500 when it was 
sold at Christie’s in 
New York. 


the Ripper? We will never 
know for sure.” 

The postcard has an estimate 
of £l,500-£2,500 although the 
auction house says it expects it 


to sell for much more. 

Added Mr Riley: “A poster 
warning people to be alert to 
the Ripper all those years ago 
fetched £30,000 in an auction, 


W" 


East 


so we have no idea how much 
this might go for.” 

The sale takes place at the 
Folkestone head office of 
Grand Auctions on October 9. 
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Molly’s legacy takes 
shape as friends and 
family tackle illness 


Following her death in June, the work of Molly McLaren, 23, 
is set to live on with a programme to tackle eating disorders 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


F RIENDS of tragic Molly 
McLaren insist they are de¬ 
termined to “continue what 
she started” by shining the 
light on a hidden illness. 

The popular 23-year-old student 
from Cobham near Gravesend, was 
killed after being stabbed in a 
Chatham shopping centre car park in 
June. 

She had previously suffered from 
an eating disorder, before setting up a 
blog, where she wrote positive posts 
in a bid to help and inspire others. 

Following her death, friends and 
family established the Molly McLaren 
Foundation, aiming to raise both 
money and awareness of such disor¬ 
ders, and more than £20,000 has al¬ 
ready been collected in around ten 


weeks. 

Now they have vowed to ensure 
Miss McLaren leaves a lasting legacy 
which benefits many others. 

Amy Lee, who worked with Miss 
McLaren at a Ted Baker store and re¬ 
mained close friends long after she 
moved onto another job, is a trustee 
of the foundation. 

She told us: “After everything that 
happened, we all got together at [Miss 
McLaren’s parents] Jo and Doug’s and 
we really wanted to work out what 
the next steps looked like,” she said. 

“When you’re overwhelmed with 
grief and you’re in shock and not re¬ 
ally sure what to do, you feel really 
helpless. 

“So the idea of the foundation was to 
take all of this energy that we all had 
and put it into something positive. 

“The aim is to raise awareness of 
eating disorders because it’s under¬ 
funded, I don’t believe it’s particularly 


well advertised or spoken about and 
our focus is to make sure people know 
what help is out there before they get 
to the GP or medical side of things.” 

The help she refers to are blogs like 
the one set up by Miss McLaren, and 
services offered by charities such as 
Beat, which is set to receive the lion’s 
share of money raised by the founda¬ 
tion. 

On October 27, ambassadors of the 
charity will speak at the University of 
Kent’s Medway campus, where Miss 
McLaren studied exercise, sport and 
health education, and they will be 
joined by her fellow student and friend, 
Jen Hamer, who has also previously 
suffered from an eating disorder. 

Miss Hamer is also helping to or¬ 
ganise a family fun day at Medway 
Park the Sunday before, October 22, 
where she is hoping for 300 people to 
take part in an array of health related 
activities. 



POPULAR: Molly McLaren was all smiles, but had her challenges too 


She said: “I used to get very angry be¬ 
cause we used to have a lot of discus¬ 
sions and Molly would say T’ve gone 
back to the doctors but I’m on a waiting 
list’ and it used to infuriate me. 

“How is that right that the help is 
not there? 


“It has to change, and the more 
awareness that’s created, the more 
people speak about it, the more 
chance there is going to be that help 
available. There’s got to be a turn 
somewhere. 

“But when you face mental health 
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FRIENDS: Miss McLaren and Amy Lee who is now a trustee of the foundation set up in her honour. 


issues, it gives you strength you can 
apply to so many areas of your life. 

“Molly could help people because 
the advice and words she would use 


could help you in so many areas. 

“No matter what the problem was, 
there were always words she could say 
that would make it a little bit easier.” 


Last month saw hundreds flock to 
the funeral of Miss McLaren, at 
Gravesend Crematorium, where her 
parents had requested mourners 


wear as much colour as possible. 

Miss Lee said: “There’s a lot of 
things Molly did. She had a great at¬ 
titude towards life in general. 

“She wasn’t materialistic, it was 
more about your memories, your val¬ 
ues and what you stand for. 

“She was inspirational because she 
was so selfless yet she had so much 
going on. 

“At face value, she was the absolute 
picture of health, but behind closed 
doors that absolutely wasn’t the case. 

“The more you got to know Molly 
and the more time you spent with her 
you found her inspirational because 
despite everything she had going on, 
if you had a bad day she was all ears 
- your problem was her problem. 

“To provide all of this for other peo¬ 
ple and then go home and know that 
you are actually quite vulnerable 
yourself, takes a massive person.” 

Jane Glew is the deputy director of 
the university’s school of sport and 
exercises sciences, who worked close¬ 
ly with Miss McLaren, and gave a 
tribute at her funeral. 

She told us this week how bringing 
the foundation and university togeth¬ 
er would help create synergy. 

“We’re working very closely with 
the foundation at the university and 
helping them wherever we can,” she 
said. 

“In terms of the work Molly was al¬ 
ready doing, she wanted very much 
to move things forward and look at 
living healthily and using health and 
exercise to overcome adversity of any 
mental health illness situation. 

“People are aware of people having 
eating disorders, but I don’t think 
they know about the breadth of num¬ 
bers there are, the different age 
groups involved and the different lev¬ 


els that people may be experiencing. 

“People think they will always be 
able to identify if a member of their 
family, friend or partner has an eat¬ 
ing disorder but that’s not the case 
and often it’s not that noticeable until 
things are at quite a severe level. 

“So we’re looking at ways in which 
we can support people before it gets to 
that more serious situation and show 
them you can move forward positively. 

“What we always remembered 
about Molly was her bouncing down 
the corridor, full of enthusiasm, al¬ 
ways a smile on her face, leopard 
print jacket and torn jeans. 

“She just was a whirlwind. 

“Wherever she was, there was posi¬ 
tivity. It didn’t matter what sort of 
challenges there were that day, she 
just lit up the room and had such a 
positive impact on everybody.” 

Miss Lee added: “We’re trying to 
make sure she gets remembered for 
all the right reasons and that we con¬ 
tinue what she started. 

“It is under studied and people say 
‘I haven’t heard about it so it’s not 
there’. 

“The foundation has got so much 
awareness for such a horrific reason 
and if we don’t channel that into 
something positive then it’s com¬ 
pletely a waste. 

“Being able to have such a big 
voice, even if it reaches another five 
people than it did yesterday, that’s a 
positive, and something we focus on 
every day.” 

Joshua Stimpson, 25, and of High 
Street in Wouldham, Rochester, has 
been charged with her murder and 
will appear in court on September 18 
to enter a plea. 

■ To donate to the foundation 
visit http://bit.ly/2wOjf5J 



Do you need shelter from the rain or shade from the sun? 

VERANDAS, AWNINGS & CARPORTS FROM SBI Ltd 
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25% OFF INSTALLS INC. FREE HOME SURVERY - QUOTE 


SBI Ltd SUPPLY AND INSTALL A RANGE OF CANOPIES THAT HAVE BEEN DESIGNED 
SPECIFICALLY TO ADD STYLE AND PRACTICABILITY TO YOUR HOME. 

Durable and attractive aluminium structures are available with a range of glazing or fabric covers, allowing you to choose the 
perfect structure for your setting and budget. SBI’s bespoke ranges of canopies have the option of lighting and heating. 
SBI Ltd established 1998 - Over 1000 satisfied customers - Members of the BBSA 






CALL NOW 0800 0742 721 


www.sbiproductsltd.co.uk 
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Muddy D°9 
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Saturday 30 September 

Hever Castle, Kent, TN8 7NG 

Sign up today at 

battersea.org.uk/MuddyDog 

OQ@ #MuddyDog 


1 

t 


A fun, muddy 
obstacle race 
whether you 
have two 
four legs 


f Registered with 

(FRl FUNDRAISING 

\r r y REGULATOR 


Registered charity No. 206394 
) Battersea Dogs & Cats Home 2017 


Proudly 
supported by 

tvs 

LIVERPOOL VICTORIA 
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Family Run Garden Centre 

We specialise in Buxus, Topiary and other 
specialist large shrubs including 
Mediterranean palms and olive trees 

Best quality plants at the 
most reasonable prices 

Stones Garden Centre Halfway Road, Sheerness, 

Kent ME12 3AA 

01795 580411 • info@stonesgardencentre.co.uk 
www.stonesgardencentre.co.uk 

Open 8am - 5:30pm 7 days a week 


Garden Centre 




























JK Rowling’s historic 
backdrop for hit show 

Strike is back this weekend in The Silkworm and you may 
just recognise one of the places the stars used for filming 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


T ONIGHT’S eagerly antici¬ 
pated next installment in 
the Comoran Strike dra¬ 
ma series - based on books 
written by Harry Potter 
author JK Rowling - will feature 
scenes shot in Kent. 

Last weekend saw the conclusion 
of The Cuckoo Calling, a three-part 
dramatisation of the book penned 
under the author’s nom de plume, 
Robert Galbraith. 

It proved a ratings winner, pulling 
in an audience of some 5.5 million. 

Now the next episodes - based 
around the follow-up book The Silk¬ 
worm - will be broadcast next week¬ 
end. 

And fans will spot a familiar land¬ 
mark as a location, after filming took 
place at Penshurst Place near Ton- 
bridge. 

Filming took place at the venue in 
March 2017, when the local land¬ 
mark played host to stars including 
Kent born actor and Musketeers star 


Tom Burke - who plays the central 
character Comoran Strike - Holliday 
Grainger, Bafta award-winning 
Monica Dolan and former Downton 
Abbey star Jeremy Swift. 

Penshurst’s famous medieval Bar¬ 
on’s Hall, Porcupine Pantry and the 
outside Lime Walk will be seen in the 
drama. 

Ben Thomas, general manager, 
Penshurst Place and Gardens ex¬ 
plained: “The Strike series has got off 
to a wonderful start and is proving 
hugely entertaining. We look for¬ 
ward seeing Penshurst Place feature 
prominently in the second case the 
protagonist Comoran Strike needs to 
solve during The Silkworm. 

“I can’t give the plot away, other 
than to say that the scene shot in the 
Baron’s Hall is not for the faint¬ 
hearted. “ 

Penshurst Place has been owned 
by the Sidney family since 1552; af¬ 
ter passing through the hands of two 
of Henry IV’s sons, followed by Hen¬ 
ry VIII who used it as a hunting 
lodge. Given to Anne of Cleves as 
part of her divorce settlement from 
Henry VIII, it was then briefly in the 


hands of Sir Ralph Fane and was fi¬ 
nally gifted by Henry VIII’s son, Ed¬ 
ward VI, to his loyal steward and tu¬ 
tor, Sir William Sidney. 

Penshurst is no stranger to the 
camera - it was used in the hugely 
popular BBC drama Wolf Hall, Mer¬ 
lin, The Other Boleyn Girl and Anne 
of The Thousand Days. 

This time, the film crew was on 
site for two consecutive days. 

Lucy McLeod, Penshurst Place 
head of marketing and events, said: 
“I would say the crew were around 
50 production staff with additional 
extras for the Porcupine Pantry and 
Baron’s Hall scenes. 

“They had really good weather 
when they were here which meant 
we didn’t have to reshoot anything 
as a result of wind or whatever. 

“Their access to the Porcupine 
Pantry meant it was shut to the pub¬ 
lic all day - it’s the first time the Por¬ 
cupine Pantry has been used as one 
of our set locations and it will cer¬ 
tainly be exciting to see how it trans¬ 
lates on screen. 

“Both Tom Burke and Holliday 
Grainger were here, one of the shots I 


oversaw was of them both exiting 
the Pantry whilst Tom tucked into a 
sandwich. They had to reshoot this a 
few times and poor old Tom had to 
take a bite out of a sandwich for eve¬ 
ry shot. He must have been ridicu¬ 
lously full afterwards. 

“I’ve been informed that the Bar¬ 
on’s Hall scene should only be viewed 
by those with a strong stomach. I 
oversaw the set dressing of it and I 
must say, seeing it full of gothic fur¬ 
niture was incredible. 

“The crew were very well-behaved 
and as they were from the BBC, we 


ended up knowing quite a lot of their 
staff from previous productions. 
Their location manager for instance, 
was the same chap we worked really 
closely with when we filmed Wolf 
Hall.” 

General manager Mr Thomas add¬ 
ed: “This was very different from the 
run of the mill filming of period dra¬ 
ma that we have grown used to host¬ 
ing at Penshurst Place. 

“It was a closed set, which means 
we are embargoed from saying too 
much until transmission. The scenes 
that were filmed here are dark in na- 



BECKENHAM 

CARPETS 

LIMITED 

020 8663 3548 

9102 Beckenham Road, 
Beckenham, Kent, BR3 4RH 


Quality Showroom for 
Carpets, Vinyls, 
Laminates and Wood 

Fitted Flooring Specialists 



$ 

Alkham valley 


GARDEN CENTRE 




VO/J7A 


We stock a wide range of garden products 

• Plants, shrubs, seeds & pots with on-site plant experts 
• Garden essentials - tools, weed & feed, compost, landscape materials, 
ornaments, statues & stoneware, gifts 

* Garden leisure goods, water features, selected bird foods - FAT BALLS £1.00 
• New range of fine foods - Plus a fantastic tearoom! 



Make the most 
of your garden 

ALKHAM VALLEY GARDEN CENTRE 
ALKHAM VALLEY ROAD, ALKHAM, DOVER, KENT CT15 7EW 

T: 01303 893351 
www.alkhamvalley.com 
C Alkham Valley Garden Centre & Tea Room 


24 Week ending September 10,2017 


East 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 















HIT: Holliday Grainger and Tom Burke, left, behind-the-scenes picture of 
filming in March, centre. 


ture and somewhat surreal. 

“The crew went to elaborate 
lengths to make sure that the Bar¬ 
on’s Hall was in total darkness, 
which was key for the scenes that 
were being filmed. They made 
good use of the central fire pit and 
flaming torches to amplify the at¬ 
mospheric architecture of the medi¬ 
eval hall in creating the fictional sce¬ 
nario. 

“While Penshurst Place is often 
used as a filming location for histori¬ 


cal dramas, because of its authentic 
architectural features, the venue 
and surrounding 2,500-acre estate 
can accommodate filmmakers of any 
genre. 

“The house previously provided 
some of the creaking staircase sound 
effects for the Harry Potter series and 
it’s great to once again be involved in 
a JK Rowling inspired production.” 

■ The first part of The Silk¬ 
worm is aired on BBC1 at 9pm 
tonight (Sunday). 



STAR: Tom Burke grew up in Kent and is the son of David Burke - best known for his role as Dr Watson in the ITV 
Sherlock Holmes series in the 1980s. 


WHO IS TOM BURKE? 


NOW 36, Tom Burke was born in 
London but raised in Kent - the 
child of parents who both had 
creative talent in their veins. 

His father David Burke was best 
known for playing Dr Watson in 
ITV’s 1980s remake of Sherlock 
Holmes, while his mother, Anna 
Calder-Marshall, was the daughter 
of novelist and critic Arthur 
Calder-Marshall. 

His godparents have a pedigree 
too. 


His godfather was the actor Alan 
Rickman - who famously played 
Snape in the Harry Potter movies 
- while his godmother was the 
actress Bridge Turner who John 
Cleese originally intended to offer 
the role of Sybil Fawlty to in the 
comedy classic Fawlty Towers. 

When young, Tom attended the 
Young Arden Theatre in Faver- 
sham before going on to the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Art. 

Prior to his role as Comorant 


Strike, he was best known for his 
role as Athos in BBC drama The 
Musketeers, and also appeared in 
the epic War and Peace as 
Dolokhov. 

Viewers will be aware that 
Strike - a veteran of the Afghan 
war - lost half a leg while serving 
on active duty. 

Mr Burke, however, has both 
legs intact, and it is special effects 
which convince the viewer 
otherwise. 



9th & 10th Sept 
10am to 4pm 

QUEX PARK ESTATE, BIRCHINGTON, 

KENT CT7 OBH 






Supporting 

Ufll Sunt? 


Air Ambulance 

AlJwity Itufl limlJcn. 


01843 842762 * 07966 225217 


■ OUTDOOR KIDS’ 
PLAY AREA 

■ CRAFT VILLAGE 
l BEER TENT 

> BBQ ^ l||| 

www.midasleisure.co.uk 
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MIRAMAR - CARE & NURSING HOME 


Make 2017 the y 
you start enjoyii 
peace of mind a 


Independent and assisted living 

24-hour nursing care 

and dementia care. oBSf 

One and two bedroom apartments now 

available and just a few apartments available tt 

offering sea and garden views. 

-I- Mu It i Award Winning H or Tie and General Manager 
-I- All your meals freshly prepared every day 

-r No maintenance bills, all your laundry and housekeeping taken care of 
-r Trips out and daily activities 

We have a team of people who are passionate 
about care, why not take a tour today and 
meet the team? Talk to Jenny or Lee today: 

01227374488 


COUPLES 

TOGETHER 


165 Reculver Road, Beltinge, Kent, CT6 6PX 
www.signature-care-homesxo.uk 


iqna 

j delivering peace of 
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CARE FEATURE 


How to choose home best for you 

If the time has come to go into a home, just how do you go about finding the right place? We find out. 



CHOICES: There are plenty of people and places who can help advise you 


I T’s a decision we will all have to 
face at some stage in our lives - 
if not for ourselves then for fam¬ 
ily or friends. So how do you 
choose the right care home? 
Firstly, it is important you consider 
if such a facility is definitely the right 
choice. 

Care homes can not only be expen¬ 
sive, but also be a major step for those 
moving there - bidding farewell to the 
family home and potentially making 
visiting more challenging for friends 
and relatives. 

For example, many people may find 
they can adapt their home in order to 
suit their circumstances. 

Have you considered getting some 
home support in to assist if doing 
some of the more simple things are 
becoming troublesome? 

It may be worth getting a social 
care professional to look into the 
needs of the persion involved and let 
them give you guidance. 

But while moving into a care home 
can come with its challenges, there 
are plenty of benefits too. The burden 
of responsibility can be passed to pro¬ 
fessionals; there will be social inter¬ 
action available on a daily basis and 
monitoring of health and physical 


needs becomes the home’s job. 

In short, it can be a weight off the 
mind of both the person going into 
the home and those who have assist¬ 
ed in their care up until that point. 

So how do you find the right care 
home? 

Age UK, the charity which works 


for older people, believes it’s all about 
the research. 

A spokesman explains: “Think of it 
like buying a house; you need to get a 
feel for what’s out there before mak¬ 
ing a decision. You should make list of 
local homes and visit a few to get an 
idea of what they’re like. 


“As a starting point, ask your 
friends and family - they may be able 
to point you towards a care home 
with a good reputation. 

“CareHomeAdvisor is a website 
where you can search for care homes, 
and find out how they are rated by 
the Care Quality Commission, NHS 


Choices, Your Care Rating, Food 
Standards Agency and the Health & 
Safety Executive. It can help you un¬ 
derstand your various options in or¬ 
der to make an informed decision.” 

With so many independent reports 
avaiable on care homes, the ability to 
make an informed judgement today is 
better than it has ever been in the 
past. 

Adds Age UK: “It’s worth taking 
time to find the right home. Try to 
visit the home to have a look round 
and talk to staff members. Some 
homes may invite you to spend the 
day there so you can get a feel of what 
it’s like. You may be able to move on a 
trial basis before you decide whether 
to stay. 

“Before you visit, make a list of all 
the questions you want to ask and all 
the things you want to look out for - 
it’s easy to forget things and doing as 
much research as you can is impor¬ 
tant.” 

It is a big decision, but if it’s the 
right one for your circumstances, it 
can make all the difference for every¬ 
one involved. 

■ You can find out more by 
checking the Age UK website. 
Visit www.ageuk.org.uk. 



Residents rate Breton Court care home one 
of the top 20 care homes in South East England 

Breton Court in Tenterden, Kent has been chosen by residents and their families as 
one of the Top 20 care homes in South East England. 

There are 3,119 homes in the South East of England, with the top 20 receiving an 
award from the leading reviews guide to care homes, carehome.co.uk. 

The award is based on reviews of the care home written by their residents, plus 
their friends and relatives. 



Davina Ludlow, Director of carehome.co.uk, said: 

“We feel the best people to rate a care home are the residents and their families and 
friends. Their reviews reveal that many care homes are warm and happy places to live, 
where staff go that extra mile to ensure residents have a good quality of life and feel 
cared for. 

“Breton Court proved that they provide a high standard of care and we’d like to 
congratulate them on being a Top 20 care home in South East England! It’s a wonderful 
achievement to be recognised for being a highly recommended home by the very 
people you care for. 

“Finding the right care home can be so hard. We hope that our awards will help to make 
people’s care home search that little bit easier.” 

Kath Jenkins, manager of Breton Court said: I would like to say a big thank you to all 
my staff, for their hard work, commitment, professionalism and the loving care they give 
each and everyone of my residents. Care is not just about looking after the residents, 
but must include the family of that resident, the family should be able to sleep at night 
knowing that their loved one is being cared for appropriately. Each resident and their 
family become part of the Breton Court family. 

Breton Court Care Home, Grange Road, St Michaels, Tenterden TN30 6EE 
01580 762797 
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OPUS CARE LIMITED 




BRABOURNE CARE CENTRE 

• Providing 

• Nursing 

• Palliative 

• Respite 

• Convalescent Care 


209 HYTHE ROAD, ASHFORD, KENT TN24 8PL 

01233 643555 manager.bcc@opuscare.co.uk 



OPENING SOON 

Our new care centre in Folkestone 

110 Bedded Nursing Home. Providing Nursing Care, residential Care, 

Palliative Care, Respite Care, & Convalescent Care. 

Open Day TBC, Please call or email us to enquire 

Recruiting Now 

• Deputy/Unit Managers • Registered Nurses 

• Health Care Assistants • Ancillary Staff for all areas 

Our ethos is Exceptional Care by Passionate People, Established by Doctors and run by trained staff 

Our Philosophy: “We endeavour to deliver the highest quality of care to improve, sustain and 
enhance our resident’s quality of life. We set out to fulfil our resident’s right to make informed 
choices and to lead the life they choose. Respecting their independence, privacy and dignity. 

Good Rates of Pay Equal Opportunity Employer 


SHORNECLIFFE ROAD, FOLKESTONE, KENT CT20 2NB 

To Apply email your c.v manager.bcc aopuscare.co.uk 

http:/^www.opuscare.co.uk 
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CARE FEATURE 


Will care cost you your property? 

Get wise on just who has to foot the bill for care home costs and brace yourself for a significant cost 



T HE issue of paying for our 
care as we get older has 
long been a political hot 
potato - just ask Theresa 
May. 

Her announcement just before the 
snap election about changes to the 
way care should be financed was 
seen by many as a key reason her 
comfortable expected victory crum¬ 
bled into a limp over the line instead. 

So just how, currently, is the cost of 
care worked out? And will you home 
be at risk? 

Your ability to pay for care will be 
determined through a means test, 
but your home may not be included if 
you live with a partner, child, or a 
relative who is disabled or over the 
age of 60. 

If your capital and income is above 
£23,250 you’re likely to have to pay 
your care fees. If your capital and in¬ 
come is under £23,250 you might get 
some help from the local authority, 
but you may still need to pay some 
fees. 

Explains Age UK: “If the local au¬ 
thority is arranging your care home, 
they’ll do a means test to decide how 
much you should pay towards it, and 
they may take into account the value 


of your home. 

“A means test is a financial assess¬ 
ment where the local authority calcu¬ 
lates how much you may need to pay 
towards the cost of your care. 

“The means test will look at your 
capital and income, such as your sav¬ 
ings, property, investments, pensions 
and any benefits you’re eligible for, 
even if you’re not claiming them. 

“Certain types of benefits, such as 
the mobility component of the Disa¬ 


bility Living Allowance or Personal 
Independence Payment, may not be 
counted. 

“If your capital and income is above 
£23,250 you’re likely to have to pay 
your care fees. 

“If your capital and income is un¬ 
der £23,250 you might get some help 
from the local authority, but you may 
still need to pay some fees. 

“Your property will be included in 
the means test at its present market 


value, but less any mortgage or loan 
you may have on it and less 10 per 
cent of its value where there would be 
expenses to sell it. 

“In some situations, your home 
won’t be taken into account in the 
means test. There are a few circum¬ 
stances where this applies such as if 
you need temporary or short-term 
care only. 

“Your home also won’t be counted 
if it’s still occupied by your partner or 


former partner, unless they are es¬ 
tranged from you, your estranged or 
divorced partner if they are also a 
lone parent, a relative who is aged 60 
or over, a child of yours aged under 
18, and a relative who is disabled.’’ 

There are, of course, other issues 
such as over joint ownership - check 
with the likes of Age UK for advice. 

Many wonder if simply giving their 
home away to a child or relative 
would prevent it being counted. But it 
won’t be so easy. 

Explains Age UK: “Some people 
consider giving their property to 
someone else, such as a child or rela¬ 
tive, so that it won’t be counted in the 
means test. 

“However, this may count as delib¬ 
erate deprivation of assets, meaning 
you’d still have to pay the same level 
of care fees as if you still owned your 
home. 

“It’s important to find out more 
about how deprivation of assets 
would apply to you if this is some¬ 
thing you are thinking about. 

“The system of paying for care is 
complex and every case is unique. We 
suggest doing more reading before 
you take any action and contact your 
local Age UK for face-to-face help.” 



Telephone: 01233 690270 07775 925589 
info@gmconstructionkent.co.uk 


Driveway and Patio Specialists 
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WINCHELSEA SANDS 
HOLIDAY PARK 


FREE PITCH FEES UNTIL 2020* 


Winchelsea Sands offers a warm and 
welcoming atmosphere in which families 
feel safe. A place that you can come back to 
time after time and every day is a holiday. 

With a holiday home of your very own 
at Winchelsea Sands, you can enjoy the 
freedom that a holiday home gives you. 

No need to book or pack, just head for your 
countryside retreat, with all of the park 
facilities right on your doorstep. 

This popular family park is in a lovely location 
on the East Sussex coast and just a stroll 
away from miles of award-winning beaches. 


What makes Winchelsea Sands special? 

• Heated outdoor leisure pool 

• Entertainment venue 

• Live entertainment and Sky TV 

• Amusement arcade 

• Childrens’ playground 

• Kids’Club for 5-14 year olds 

• Free Wi-Fi internet access in club area 

• Launderette 

• Wi-Fi also available in your holiday 
home for a small additional charge 


‘Free pitch fees offer is valid on selected models, minimum purchase price applies and excludes managers special models. Offer available for the 2017,2018 and 2019 seasons only. 2020 pitch fee will be invoiced 
late summer 2019 at the published rate for the forthcoming season. Offer ends 30th September 2017. Models shown with optional external veranda. +A holiday home cannot be used as a permanent residence. 


Luxury 

Lodges 

from only 

£74,995 


Holiday 

Homes 

from only 

£14,995 


Call today for more information 



Find out more atwww.ParkHolidays.com/winchelseasands-ownership 

Winchelsea Sands, Pett Level Road, Winchelsea Beach, Nr Rye, East Sussex, TN36 4NB 



Will, Estate or Power of 
Attorney dispute? 

Do you have a dispute regarding 
how a Will, Estate or Power of 
Attorney has been handled? 

Whitehead Monckton has 
considerable experience in helping 
clients to resolve these difficult 
disagreements and in many cases 
achieving excellent financial results. 

We can offer a ‘NO WIN - NO FEE 5 
service for Will, Estate and Power 
of Attorney disputes. 


Call us today on 

01622 698031 

for an initial no obligation consultation by phone. 


E-mail enquiries@whitehead-monckton.co.uk 


www.whitehead-monckton.co.uk 

Whitehead Monckton Limited (no. 08366029), registered in England & Wales. Registered 
office 72 King Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1BL. Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority under no. 608279. 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 
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CHANGES: Canterbury Cathedral welcomed just short of one million visitors last year alone. 

Discover secrets o 


Cc 


Chance to learn about the major work to protect and safeguard our historic site 


I T is the county’s foremost 
tourist attraction and the des¬ 
tination of pilgrimages from 
around the world each and 
every year. 

But the ravages of time have come 
at a cost for Canterbury Cathedral. 

Now a special open day later this 
month allows you to learn more 
about the £24.7 million journey of 
restoration and development at the 
holy site to ensure it remains as ma¬ 
jestic in years to come as it has been 
for centuries before. 

The event, on Wednesday, Sep¬ 
tember 20, called Explore Your Ca¬ 
thedral, allows visitors to learn 
more about the hugely amibitious 
scheme which is described as the 
cathedral’s largest restoration 
project for more than 100 years. 

After years of planning and fund¬ 
raising, it began on site in January. 
Over the next four years the ca¬ 


thedral’s West Towers, the leaking 
nave roof, and the cathedral main 
entrance, the Christ Church Gate, 
will be repaired and restored. 

The work has been funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund to the tune of 
£13.8m and donations from private 
and charitable sources, of around 
£10.9m, through the Cathedral 
Trust and the Friends of Canter¬ 
bury Cathedral. 

The work will also include land¬ 
scaping the cathedral precincts, at 
the west end to enable better access 
and enhance their appearance. 

The Dean of Canterbury, the Very 
Revd Dr Robert Willis said: “It will 
be a wonderful opportunity to find 
out about the huge amount of work 
being undertaken at the cathedral 
and we hope as many as many peo¬ 
ple as possible can come and enjoy 
exploring and joining The Canter¬ 
bury Journey.” 


Among the displays on show will 
be artists’ impressions of the new 
welcome centre which is being 
planned and the free-to-enter view¬ 
ing gallery, which will eventually 
become the new location for infor¬ 
mation, ticketing, interpretation 
and the cathedral’s gift shop. 

Entrance to that will be gained 
via the city’s Buttermarket. 

There will also be a brand new, pur¬ 
pose-built community space to sup¬ 
port a programme of learning and 
community engagement activities. 

Visitors will also learn about how 
the development work will open up 
the cathedral collections to a larger 
audience both online and off, with a 
host of new exhibition space. 

There’ll also be details of the Pil¬ 
grim Pass scheme, which will replace 
the existing resident pass scheme. 

During the Explore Your Cathe¬ 
dral event, visitors will be able to 


talk to those working on repairing 
and replacing stone and will be able 
to try out some masonry skills. 

The artists and conservators of 
the cathedral’s stained glass studio 
will be showcasing their work and 
the hugely knowledgeable visits 
team will be on hand to give tours. 
The gardeners will be demonstrat¬ 
ing how the plant world is keeping 
up with technology and a visit to 
the organ loft will reveal how the 
musicians create such beautiful 
music. The virgers will show how 
their work behind the scenes en¬ 
sures that worship and other events 
continue throughout the day and 
many other volunteers and depart¬ 
ments who contribute to the life of 
the cathedral will be taking part. 

Displays, information and re¬ 
freshments will be available from 
lpm and after 4pm the cathedral 
will be free to visit. 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

follow the simple instructions. You will 
also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 

To REPLY BY TEXT: 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


I Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


www.nriyci3te24.co.uk 


On-line dating is FREE to register, try it today 

visit., www.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company's access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


ANGELA, attractive 66yr old 
free minded and spirited lady. 
Genuine with varied interests 
seeks gent 65+. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428485 @ 
HEATHER, 54yrs, slim brunette 
with petite figure, loves keep fit. 
Seeks chap for nights out, fun 
times, must be honest and kind. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 428491 $ 
STEPHANIE, super sexy black 
mamma, 55yrs young with 
curves in all the right places. 
Call me and you wont be sorry, 
we can have the time of our 
lives. Text Only. Box: 4060220 

i 

GENUINE lady 50yrs, 
independent, seeks genuine 
man, call to hear more about me 
pis. ACA/text answered. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4284871 

CHLOE, very attractive girl, 
32yrs, long hair and lovely 
teeth, I like to take care of 
myself. I want a man who will 
pamper me. In return you wont 
be disappointed as I am super 
sexy. Text Only. Box: 4070336 

i 

VICTORIA, 46yrs, bubbly 
outgoing nurse, petite pretty 
brunette. WLTM N/S man, any 
age, must have GSOH and be 
kind. ACA. Or text. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428489 $ 
CANDIDA, 52yrs, married lady, 
very well educated with good 
looks and dress sense. 
Unappreciated by older hus¬ 
band and hoping for some fun 
with discreet chap. Text Only. 
Box: 4010802| 


ARE you a gent with GSOH 60- 
70 and looking for some fun then 
call me, Leah, I'm 57yrs, slim, 
attractive and looking for fun. 
ACA. Or text me. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428381 $ 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box 419673 
PIPPA, recently divorced lady, 
46yrs, hoping to get back into 
dating and have some fun with 
a guy any age. Must be a laugh 
and willing to have a go at most 
things. Text Only. Box: 
4101590$ 

TERESA, friendly lady with 
GSOH, curvy build and attractive 
looks, 50 something, seeking 
romantic male 45-55. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428383 $ 

JANET, late 40’s divorcee, own 
home and car looking to spice 
up my life with some fun. 
Discreet men only please, I’m 
not ready for a full on relation¬ 
ship, casual chats. Text Only. 
Box:4189331 $ 

ANNETTA, 40yrs old seeks 
caring older gent 55+, you must 
be nice and enjoy my company. 
ACA/Text answered. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428483 $ 

FELICITY, “my friends call me 
posh” I’m not really. Call me to 
see. I’m 58yrs, curvy, blonde 
extensions and very good for 
my age. ACA. Text Only. Box: 
4043583 $ 


LINDA, 48yrs, young looking 
blonde lady, slim and attractive. 
Hoping to meet new men friends, 
call and let’s see what happens. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428377 $ 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but 
bored, seeks discreet adult fun, 
any area, all calls answered. Tel: 
0906 515 3018 Box: 413399 
JANE, 52yrs genuine blue eyed 
blonde lady WLTM romantic gent 
for potential relationship. ACA/Text 
answered so please reply. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 428379 $ 

EEHES 

Simply tell us your age and 
location and we will match 
you immediately! 

textEZS 


EEEETil 

or call 0906 500 57571 


0906 calls £1.55 per min plus your phone 
company's access charge 89990 cost £1.50 
per msg. To STOP text stop to 89990 
Service provided by JMediaUK Ltd 
RH16 3EG For Help call 0207 720 7130 


CHRISTINE, 60 something lady, 
blue eyed blonde. Sincere, solvent 
and kind. Call me if you are 
interested in meeting up. Looks 
unimportant. Must be N/S. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 428155 $ 
NICOLA, 37yrs mixed race beauty, 
just moved to the area from 
London so a bit lonely. Looks 
unimportant must have GSOH and 
be kind. ACA/text answered Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428369 $ 

WANTED, submissive gent by 
attractive lady 51yrs, please call if 
you want to know more. Ata Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428367 $ 

ATTRACTIVE lady 61yrs young. 
Looking for friendship, maybe more 
with genuine gent. I’m feminine and 
curvy Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 428157$ 

CAROLINE, 42yrs, well educated, 
sophisticated "some call me posh" 
married lady, looking for no strings 
midweek liaisons. Tel: 0906 515 
3026 Box 427533 


SLIM attractive lady, 59yrs, 
feminine, kind, loves life. Call me or 
text me your number and let’s meet 

up. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 428143$ 

CAROL, attractive lady 55yrs 
young, slim, tanned, brunette. If 
you are genuine and looking to 
date then call or text me. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 428153 $ 
GENUINE caring lady 65yrs, varied 
interests, solvent, loves life, 
feminine, WLTM gent of any age 
for life’s pleasures. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428151 $ 
TAMARA, 44yrs, beautiful Indian 
lady seeks a Muslim gent 40+ Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428147$ 

IF you are interested in meeting an 
attractive black lady then please 
call me. I’m Nikki, 57yrs, attractive, 
interested and kind. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428145$ 
RACHAEL, 50yrs, blue-eyed 
attractive lady, loves films, music 
and home life. WLTM gent 50- 
70yrs. ACA or text. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428149$ 



nteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public 
you have not met Service provided by No Goats Ltd. 
or email: support@]media co uk 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


ATTRACTIVE widow, loves life, 
60s music, walking and fun. Hoping 
to meet a similar minded gent 60- 
80 for life’s adventures. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 428371 $ 
CARMEL, open minded naughty 
lady seeks a broad minded strict 
man to unleash her wilder side. 
Age/looks unimportant but no time 
wasters please. Tel: 0906 515 
3042 Box 426851 
EMILY, mature well educated lady, 
blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any age 
for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 
515 3022 Box 421375 
SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive 
brunette with own business, seeks 
adventurous gent for casual 
relationship. Tel: 0906 515 3034 
Box 425979 

JOY, mid 50s independent lady, 
brunette, loves dining out, seeking 
gent of any age. ACA. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 428373 $ 
HARRIETt 42yrs, blue eyed 
brunette with long lets and decent 
curves! Looking for a cheeky 
adventurous man for fun only. I live 
alone so can accommodate and 
can travel. Discretion assured. 
ACA. Give me a try. Tel: 0906 515 
3030 Box 426205 
JANE. young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any age 
for discreet no strings fun, any age, 
no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 
0906 515 3010 Box: 409715 
TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open minded. 
Pis call if you are discreet, broad 
minded and nice. I can travel and 
accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3006 Box 422365 
MARGARET, attractive blonde 
widow, living alone and hoping to 
find a nice gentleman soulmate. I 
have lots to offer so please call or 
text me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 428375 $ 


Men Seeking 
mydate U] 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


LOCAL 70 

year old young ^ 
male, now single, 
nice appearance and 
dresser, looking for fun 
and friendship with a lady, 
55-70, possible holidays. Can 
travel. Please ring. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 426897$ 
HARRY 50, ex soldier, 6ft, well 
built, seeking lady to wine and 
dine. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:417015 

LIVELY mature gent, OH AC, 
near sea in Folkestone, into red 
wine, garlic and Radio 3, seeks 
lady companion/lover, 58-68 yo. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422621 $ 

RETIRED, smart, 68 year old, 
5ft5, I enjoy eating out, walking, 
holidays and golf, WLTM a slim, 
attractive lady, 60-68, for a loving, 
tender relationship, to enjoy 
these times with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421853$ 
MALE divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412717 
CARING, sociable male, 72, N/S, 
likes all types of music, walking, 
meals out, looking for a lady for 
friendship at first. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 426865 



LOCAL man, 
seeks lady for friendship 
possibly more, for romantic 
dates and good times together, 
hope to hear from you. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

426195$ 

CARING sociable, GSOH, slim, 
attractive, married gent, 67, feels 
discarded and lonely, seeks 
likewise lady 60+ for trips out, 
dining etc. Text only. Mailbox: 
5082918$ 

MALE, 55, looking for no strings 
attached friendship, with a lady 
60-70, any status. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 426133 


SOLVENT male, older but young at 
heart, looking for a young lady to 
wine and dine and spoil and 
pamper and in turn to pamper me. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427443 

MALE, 55, WLTM atedy, 60-70, for 
discreet adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428039 
SMART Thanet male, 70, dark hair, 
brown eyes, 5ft5, OHOC, likes 
travel, countryside, the sea, 
walking, looking for an attractive 
local lady, for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428303 
GENUINE retired, mature widower, 
honest, kind and considerate, 
enjoys most things, walking, 
countryside, seaside, seeking a 
lady for LTR, just wanting to share 
my life with somebody special. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428023 

ATTRACTIVE male, dark hair, 
brown eyes, 5ft5, solvent, own 
bungalow and car, likes travel, 
countryside, seaside, walking, 
looking for attractive local lady for 
LTR. Thanet. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 428127 



Then send to 

80098 


*EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

80098 costs it SO per message. To STOP text 
stop to 80098. Service provided by JMcdlaUK 
ltd. RH16 iEG Need Help? Call 0207 720 71 JO 


MALE, 58, slim build, 5ft9, brown 
eyes, hard working, enjoys fishing 
and socialising, looking for no 
stings attached fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 427173$ 

HI ladies, looking for either NSAfun 
or LTR. I am single/work/live in own 
house. Text only. Mailbox: , 
4509325 $ 

SINGLE dad of two, WLTM a 
single mum, for a proper 

relationship. Please get in contact I 
look forward to hearing from you. ‘ 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427999 $ 

WELL off man, wanting a young 
lady for spoiling. I am a sugar 
daddy looking for a sugar baby. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427441 $ 

THANET male, retired, 5ft5, dark 
hair, smart, OHOC, likes walks, 
travel in motorhome, looking for a 
single, attractive lady with similar 
interests in Thanet. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 427557 
TALL, lively old boy, into red wine, 
garlic and Radio 3, seeks tactile 
lady for company and jolly jaunts. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425021 $ 

JAMES, 43, genuine, witty, 
positive, kind and caring, loves 
travel, socialising, eating out and 
lots and lots of laughs with the right 
person, looking for genuine, 
friendly lady. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 428019$ 

MALE 60, 6ft, blue eyes, broad 
shoulders, size 11 shoes, a real 
handful! Seeks a fit mature busty 
woman for fun times. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 6001755$ 


KENT man, retired engineer, 
solvent, enjoys holidays, meals 
out, good conversation, WLTM a 
slim lady, 60-70, with a GSOH, to 
share these times and hopefully 
become friends. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 426887$ 


HANDSOME male, mid 40s, dark 

hair, hazel eyes, wishes to meet 
appropriate female for fun, 
friendship and perhaps more, 
please get in touch if interested. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422587 


MALCOLM, 

60 something 
gent, own hair and 
teeth, GSOH, genuine 
and Kind WLTM sincere 
lady to wine and dine. 
Please call. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425335$ 
PROFESSIONAL gent, 44yrs, tall, 
attractive and genuine. Seeks 
genuine feminine lady for genuine 
romance. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425333$ 


IHbNLWMAICHMAKINU 
ft Ajp SERVICE FOR THE MATURE, 
LV1 * 1 FREE AND SINGLE! 




kTlNH’ “IT'S NEVER TO LATE TO FIND LOVE, 

1 ^ AND SINGLES NEAR YOU ARE LOOKING 

- FOR FUN, ROMANCE 6 MAYBE MORE! 

ITSEREE10 m YOU’VE GOT NOTHING 

"^iIIIIIVLII'IIiVm^J*" t n I non pcj n/\Tifjn unil/l" 

THE NAME Y OU CAN TRUST L WLUbt! utl uftlinunuw! 

TXTlfnfBTOfiTO 

FIRST 3 TEXTS COMPLETELY FREE 


rust 3 txts free All messages received thereafter £1.50. You may receive up to 4 messages tor each mes¬ 
sage you send. Text STOP to 63222 to exit at any time. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact 

details can be exchanged. Service is not computer generated.*'- ' 

meetings guaranteed. If arranging a meeting choose a p ■“* - 
you have not met Service provided by No Goats Ltd. I 



JERRY, 66, brown hair, brown 
eyes, recently widowed, love to 
walk my dog, WLTM compatible 
lady for companionship and to 
see where things go. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 426387 
50YR old divorced white male, 
passionate, strong, seeking 
caring lady for romantic, loving 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 418641 
GUY, 50, 6ft tall, calm and kind, 
good company, seeking lovely 
lady for good times and fun and 
loving. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425369 $ 

BARRY, 50, 6ft 4ins, well built, 
divorced gent, looking to date 
calm and kind lovely lady. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421195 


PETER, sincere solvent gent 70s 
seeks lady to wine dine, foreign 
travel, all expenses paid. I would 
love a traveling companion. 
Genuine advertiser. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425343$ 

SIX foot guy, mature, looking for 
someone special to spend some 
quality time with. Please leave 
me a message I would love to 
hear from you! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 420163$ 


ROBBIE, 54, reasonably fit, bi- 
curious, I’m very inexperienced 
and would like to meet a CD or TV 
preferably but not essential for a bit 
of fun. Kent area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421357$ 
MALE, 50s, likes to cross dress, 
looking for same for friendship and 
fun. Has to be discreet. Text only 
Replies. Mailbox: 4623598 $ 
GAY guy, medium build, likes 
outdoors, DIY, seeking slim, N/S 
guy for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 403267 
EASY going guy, 68, likes walks, 
books, seeks N/S guy for LTR Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411413$ 

JOHN, young at heart 65, bi male, 
looking for casual fun with 
likeminded male. Maidstone Kent 
area. Must be discreet. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 5657306 $ 



MALE, 6ft, brown hair and blue 
eyes, warm and understanding, 
likes dining out and cosy nights 
in, lots of fun, friendship and 
holidays. Looking for a lady over 
48. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:426057 $ 


Follow us 
on 

@DATEIocally 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 11/09/17 
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Community hop harvest all set 
to deliver bumper debut crop 


Star postpones UK tour 

JASON Donovan has been 
forced to postpone a tour which 
would have seen him perform 
at Margate’s Theatre Royal in 
November. 

The show will now take place 
on March 21. 




TEAM: Impressive team effort has resulted in a remarkable harvest in Deal 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A COMMUNITY hop 
farm project will see 
the fruits of its labour 
next week when it 
stages its first hop 

harvest. 

The Deal Hop Farm, launched in 
the town in January, has grown to 
a patchwork farm of 130 sites in 
peoples’ gardens, allotments, com¬ 
munity gardens and spaces, in¬ 
cluding English Heritage’s kitchen 
garden at Walmer Castle. 

In a little over nine months the 
group has become one of the larg¬ 
est community growing projects 
in the country with nearly 200 
people involved 

Steve Wakeford, of the Deal Hop 
Farm said “The project has gone 
brilliantly and thanks to our en¬ 
thusiastic ‘hoppers’ we are well 
placed for an excellent first year’s 
crop. 

“The harvest is going to be great 
fun as well as quite challenging; as 
we are attempting to harvest on 
one day across all our sites. The 
idea is to pick our hops on Thurs¬ 
day 14th from 3pm and have then 
available for brewing very early on 


Friday by our partners at the Rip¬ 
ple Steam Brewery. 

“The Landmark Garden on Deal 
high street will be our main base 
for people to drop off their picked 
hops for weighing. We will also 
have hop pickers in the garden 
picking hops off bines where peo¬ 
ple are away. Volunteers hop pick¬ 
ers are welcome - long sleeves ad¬ 
vised but cockney rhyming slang 
is not mandatory.” 


The project, initiated by green 
project Deal With It - Transition 
Deal aims to educate about hops 
and also brew some local beer. 

Adds Steve: “As we don’t have an 
oast house, just yet, our hops will 
not be dried but used as ‘green 
hops’ to give a massive flavour 
burst to our beer - named by mem¬ 
bers as ‘Hopping MAD’ (Made 
Around Deal) which will be avail¬ 
able in the town from the end of 


October.” 

Mark Brent, English Heritage’s 
head gardener at Walmer Castle & 
Gardens said “From the beginning 
the objectives of Deal Hop Farm 
have been to learn, nurture and 
grow hops; with the prospect of 
some quality beer as an eventual 
outcome. What has been equally 
pleasurable to witness is its role in 
growing new friendships amongst 
the community too.” 


Halloween escape rooms 


THE Seance is the latest room to be added to 
Chatham’s EscapePlanLive line-up. 

The escape room joins Murder at the Piere 
and The Witching Hour at its Sun Pier House 
venue and is hoped it will proved a big hit in 
the run-up to Halloween. In November, 
Christmas-themed the Naughty List opens. 


Tenor stars at Orchard 


TENOR Russell Watson will be 
performing at Dartford’s 
Orchard Theatre on April 22 
next year. 

Tickets go on general sale on 
October 3 and forms part of his 
Canzoni d’Amore tour. 



Forum's free festival fun 

A FREE music festival takes place at the 
Tunbridge Wells Forum on October 8. 

Organised by Tunbridge Wells Welcomes 
Refugees, the Festival of Hope runs from 1pm at 
the venue with a line up of local talent plus food, 
drink and stalls. Donations are encouraged and 
the event is open to all. 
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No Mowing, Weeding or Watering 
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Trade & Retail Welcome • Free No Obligation Quote • Turf and Top Soil Available 

Gorse Hill • Farningham • Kent • DA4 OJU Opposite Scratchers Lane 

gorsehillnursery.co.uk - 01322 864704 / 07984 475519 
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Angel-ic panto planning 

TONBRIDGE Lions Club is 
hosting its annual pantomime at T m 
the Angel Centre on December PI 
9 and 10 - this year a produc¬ 
tion of Peter Pan. 

It’s staged by the Tonbridge 
Community Pantomime Group. 



Art society's name change 


THE Tonbridge Decorative and Fine Arts 
Society has rebranded, and will now be know 
as the The Arts Society Tonbridge. 

It follows a rebranding of the national 
association to simply The Arts Society and 
“clearly reflects what the organisation is and 
what it does”. 


Radnor Park album launch 


AN album of original songs 
written and produced by Simon 
Tuck is set for release. 

Keep off the Grass by Radnor 
Park was recorded at studios in 
Monks Horton, which is near 
Folkestone. 



Fire station's fun open day 

THAMES-Side fire station in Northfleet is 
throwing open its doors for a community safety 
open day on Saturday, September 23. 

The event takes place at the fire station on 
Coldharbour Road and offers an action packed 
day of demonstrations and displays for all the 
family to enjoy between 1 lam and 4pm. 


Museum delves into 
horror movie heyday 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A MAJOR exhibition opens in 
Maidstone next month to celebrate 
the gold age of British horror 
movies. 

Focusing on the period from the 
1950s to 1970s, it will include a 
special look at legendary actors 
such as Christopher Lee and Peter 
Cushing who became household 
names with their roles in the 
hugely successful films. 

Peter Cushing lived for many 
year in Whitstable and remains 
fondly remembered there. 

Scream & Scream Again will 
explore some of the more blood¬ 
thirsty and gory films from this peri¬ 
od with the exhibition also featuring 
a number of original international 
movie posters reflecting everything 
from the early gothic style to the 
infiltration of pop culture in the 
1970s. A collection of rare original 
lobby cards and posters from 
around the world will also be on 
display alongside a selection of the 
museum’s own weird and macabre 
objects. 

These will include a variety of 
gruesome taxidermy, bats, rats 


and insects, mummified remains 
(human and animal), eerie death 
masks and chilling dentistry 
equipment. 

David Pickett, chairman of the 
heritage, culture and leisure 
committee at Maidstone council 
which runs the museum, said: 

“It’s great to be able to offer such a 
diverse programme of events to 
our residents and visitors. I myself 
have great memories of this period 
of British horror films and I am 
looking forward to this very 
special exhibition.” 


While the exhibition is PG- 
rated, something that is strictly for 
over 18s are some museum events 
after dark. On October 26 just 
ahead of Halloween, there’s Chiller 
where you can view some of the 
gruesome collections with the 
curators, followed by a tour of the 
building to uncover the dark 
urban legends and nerve-jangling 
ghost stories associated with the 
museum itself. 

The exhibition runs from 
October 10 to December 2 - ticket 
prices vary. 



LEGENDS: Peter Cushing, 
above, and Christopher Lee, left 



VENUE : Maidstone Museum is 
all set for a spooky exhibition 



ALPHA RAPID REPAIR 


Unit 4 Stafford Close 
Fairwood Industrial Estate 
Ashford 
Kent TN23 4PP 


01233 63900 
www.alpharapidrepair.com 
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center's battle with challenae of midlife crisis 


As Jeremy Vine opens up about dark times, Hannah Stephenson catches up with the broadcaster 


A MID-life crisis left popu¬ 
lar broadcaster Jeremy 
Vine feeling burnt out 
and seeking the help of a 
string of professionals. 
“Like a lot of people, you get to a 
stage where you are working really 
hard. I was quite late to parenting - 
my first child was born when I was 39 
- and unless you remind yourself 
what it’s all for, you start asking what 
the point is. 

“I had a little bit of a difficult jour¬ 
ney,” the 52-year-old presenter says 
of the crisis, which hit him in 2009 
and lasted several years. 

“I was a complete misery at home 
and everywhere for a while. I wasn’t 
unpleasant, I just went quiet. I was in 
a state of some turmoil. Maybe I had a 


mid-life crisis. 

“What they say about people who 
are very ambitious in their teens and 
their 20s, as I was, is that you are 
burning so much fuel that you may 
reach a point where you’re doing it all 
but wondering why you’re doing it.” 

One psychologist suggested he 
might need time off work. He re¬ 
sponded that it was her job to keep 
him working. 

“As a result of that kind of idiocy, I 
wandered around for a long time as if 
wearing a gigantic blob of freshly 
spun candyfloss on my head. Noth¬ 
ing, not even hearing The Smiths 
sing Heaven Knows I’m Miserable 
Now, gave me pleasure.” 

He relays the crisis in his new book 
What I Learnt, What My Listeners 



BOOK: Jeremy Vine’s book is 
published by Weidenfeld & Nicolson 


Say And Why We Should Take No¬ 
tice, an autobiographical montage of 
his life and career, with shocking and 
hilarious anecdotes of his Radio 2 lis¬ 
teners, political and personal en¬ 
counters, and memorable moments 
of his time on Strictly Come Dancing 
and other TV shows. 

He reveals that he spoke to seven 
different professionals, including 
counsellors and a Harley Street psy¬ 
chologist, about his feelings. 

“Some of the key things we’ve 
learned is that you have to be in the mo¬ 
ment. Your diary may be packed with 
stuff, but unless you’re enjoying where 
you are right now, you can’t enjoy any 
of it. It will all just be a burden.” 

His wife Rachel was extremely sup¬ 
portive, he says. 


“She said, ‘Just enjoy going out and 
about and enjoy the sunshine. The 
kids [they have two daughters, Anna 
and Martha] are here and we all love 
you’. That’s all I really needed to hear. 

“The crucial thing I learned was to 
meditate and be mindful. When I’m 
at Radio 2 and am totally present in 
the show, listening to my listeners, 
I’ve learned to enjoy it for what it is. 
There’s only one moment and that 
moment is now. Gradually I pulled 
clear and was joyful again.” 

One of the turning points came 
when he went to see folk singer Mad- 
dy Prior, former lead vocalist of Steel- 
eye Span. 

“I was sitting in the rafters some¬ 
where and I just felt joy. I thought, 
‘Oh my God, I’m back!”’ 


Big Boy Bloater on bill 

RISING stars Big Boy Bloater and The 
Limits have been added to the bill of 
the Kent Blues Rock Festival in Gravesend on 
September 23. 

It follows on from a well received set at 
Maidstone’s Ramblin’ Man Fair festival 
earlier this summer. 

The festival takes place at the Red Lion. 
Tickets cost £16.50 or £22 and are on sale 
now. 


Lady doesn’t sing blues 

I A PERFORMANCE of Lady Sings the 
Blues, a tribute to Billie Holiday, 
scheduled for October 6 at Deal’s Astor 
Theatre has been cancelled. 

A spokesman for the venue said singer Val 
Wiseman is “indisposed” and so the show, 
which would have revisited the biggest hits of 
the legendary singer has been cancelled. 

Ticket refunds are available now through 
the box office. 


Rock n roll stars reborn 

RELIVE the swagger of the Gallagher 
brothers in their prime when a top 
Oasis tribute band come to Ramsgate Music 
Hall at the end of the month. 

Oaysis recreate the magic of the Manches¬ 
ter band, and will run through a greatest hits 
set by the band who brought us such classics 
as Supersonic, Wonderwall and Don’t Look 
Back in Anger. 

Tickets cost £17.50 and are on sale now. 


Train robbery hi-jinks 

THE Great Train Robbery comes to the 
stage at the Godmersham & Crundale 
Village Hall, near Ashford, on October 14. 

Based on the real-life daring robbery in 
1963, it revolves around four women who 
evaded capture in a production which 
combines physical theatre, live music and 
clownin. It is being staged by the Applause 
Rural Touring company which brings 
professional theatre to rural venues. 
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SANCTUARY OF HEALING 

Mills Terrace, Chatham 

PRESENTS AN EVENING 
OF MEDIUMSHIP 



With the superb 

TONY STOCKWELL 

TUESDAY 12TH, SEPTEMBER 

Doors open 6.45pm for 7.30pm start 
Tickets £15 on the door 
Light refreshments afterwards 
Tickets can be obtained from 
Sanctuary or through the 
website on PayPal 

www.sanctuaryofhealing.co.uk 


A great choice of cars 
for sale in paper 


Find over 
200,000 cars 
online at 

drive24.co.uk 


THE BOOKING HALL 

U) INDEPENDENT MUSIC VENUE 

ELIZABETH STREET. DOVER. CT17 9FE 

ANDREW 0 NEILL - SEP 16TH 


THE DFFSPIN - THE OFFSPRING TRIBUTE - SEP 23RD 


LIMP BiZKIT / SYSTEM OF A DOWN TRIBUTE - SEP 3PTH 


STILL REMAINS - OCT 7TH 


STIPE - REM TRIBUTE - OCT 14TH 


DEAD KENNEDYS - DCT15TH (SOLO OUT) 


DRAGONFORCE- 0CT1&TH 


LOUIS BERRY - OCT 18IK 


BURY TOMORROW-OCT 19TH 


WIRE- 0CT26TH 


GHOSTPOET - NOV 4TH 


REBEL REBEL - DAVID BOWIE TRIBUTE - NOV HTH 


ITCH (THE KING BLUES UNPLUGGEOj - NOV 15TH 


THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT - NOV 21 ST 


THE WEDDING PRESENT - DEC 6TH 


THE JAM’D - THE JAM TRIBUTE - DEC BTH 


BEN HAEHOW - DEC 15TH 


TICKETS FOR ALL SHOWS » WWW.THEBOOKINGHALL.COM 
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PUZZLES 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 


CODEWORD 



Quick 


Across 

20. Face (8) 

6. 

Deficit (4) 

7. Outline (13) 

22. Debauchery (13) 

11. 

Deride (8) 

8. Impassioned (8) 


13. 

Indolence (8) 

9. Mail (4) 

Down 

15. 

Restive (6) 

10. Trend-setter (6) 

1. Ancestor (8) 

17. 

Crowd (6) 

12. Passionate (6) 

2. Insult (6) 

19. 

Incursion (4) 

14. Foundation (6) 

3. Eye amorously (4) 

21. 

Memorandum (4) 

16. Small (6) 

4. Appreciative (8) 



18. Faithful (4) 

5. Daze (6) 




Cryptic 

Across 

7. Does he go round 
causing riots? (13) 

8. Nuts are found in 
them, and bolts (8) 

9. Finishes off objectives 

(4) 

10. Mother goes to the 
doctor having knocked 
back S. African port 
( 6 ) 

12. Cries distractedly 
about fifty souvenirs 
( 6 ) 

14. Artist who may scratch 
a living (6) 

16. Country lovers (6) 

18. Food for the sailor, of 
course (4) 

20. Don’t forget about a 
person in society (8) 

22. Artist who leaves his 
mark? (13) 


Down 

1. Inclination to write a 
song (8) 

2. Fie may handle your 
case (6) 

3. FI is eye’s on the target 

(4) 

4. Traipses around for 
money (8) 

5. Girl has the French 
rising temper (6) 

6. Jab with a soft stick 

(4) 

11. An unforeseen 
reaction (8) 

13. Make little of (8) 

15. Shriek upsets 
pedestrians (6) 

17. Old man cracks a nut 

( 6 ) 

19. They carry weapons 

(4) 

21. A dim sort of girl (4) 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8. Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 



r 


Arrowword 


SUDOKU 


Fossil fuel 

▼ 

Sicken 


Stallion or 
bull 

T 

Poker 

term 


Wizard 

Silverback 

Dosh 

L 


f 


f 




Energy 
from the 






Corroded 


Upper leg 

Abrupt 


Withered 



! 


L 

f 


T 


A little 


Urinate 

Everything 

Hand out 




Small 

measure- 

(abbr.) 

f 


f 

L 








Small 

label 




Hair 

colourant 





Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 


Battleships 

Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 

THE FLEET 

1 x Battleship 

2 x Cruiser 

3 x Destroyer 

4 x Submarine 
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Solutions 


Word Spiral 


1 



2 





9 



10 




14 



15 



8 





11 

4 




16 





13 



12 



7 



6 



5 


\ 

Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1. 

Building cover 

9. Writing table 

2. 

Just 

10. Flying toy 

3. 

Peruse 

11. Jealousy 

4. 

Herb 

12. Period of time 

5. 

Breathing organ 

13. Spool 

6. 

Sport 

14. Arm or leg 

7. 

Ado 

15. Meat 

8. 

Beach grains 

16. Defect 

Keyword clue: A marine growth 


Hard Easy 



1 

4 




3 

5 




3 




2 




2 


4 


7 


8 




5 


6 


4 






5 


3 






9 


2 


6 




5 


2 


9 


4 




2 




1 




6 

8 




5 

2 



2 

1 



4 


3 


5 




3 


9 



2 

8 


3 


7 



1 





2 

8 


6 

7 


3 


8 



7 



1 


7 


9 

3 

5 


4 



8 

6 




5 

3 

7 




6 






1 


2 


9 



6 

4 
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■mb y 91 ijeeg gf 
:qwn n ef 

:JB0A 81- :Aau 3 ff 

- 04 !>H 01 - :>|sea 6 
:pues 8 :ssnd z 4 |oq 
9 !6un-| g ‘\\\q p ipesy 
8 ijjBd g 4oog i 
|BJ|ds PJOM 
N=92 ‘>1=92 ‘9=172 
‘1=82 ‘U=ZZ ‘A= 1-2 
‘D=02 ‘1=61 V=8f 
‘d=Zf ‘0=9 f T=Sf 
‘A=H ‘M=8f ‘0=2f 
‘Z=14 ‘d=0f ‘0=6 
‘H=8 ‘X=Z ‘3=9 ‘0=9 
‘I=t7 ‘S=£ ‘IAI=2 ‘0=1 
pjOMdpOQ 

'SION 1-2 
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9 ijodnjs 9 PPBjq 


p :e| 6 o 8 :pue«o 2 
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sseuepossja zz 
Uuojjuoq 02 ienjisi. 

Pun 91 - :punoj 0 pi 
pAjeg zi depee~i 
Of Usod 6 UuoLueqeA 
8 iuojiRinBjjuoo 
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>pmo 
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Z 

s 

P 

Z 

8 

8 

9 

f 

e 

L 

f 

9 

s 

8 

2 

P 

6 

9 
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8 

6 

f 

2 

Z 

S 

8 

S 

l 

9 

8 

2 

Z 

6 

8 

P 

2 

6 

z 

8 

P 

s 

f 

8 

9 
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9 
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A 
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V 

0 
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1 

H 
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TV&lifestyle travel 


Feel magic of Madrid 
and taste its flavours 


Markets, tapas bars and record-breaking restaurants 
are all on the menu in Madrid, says Sarah Marshall 


R aucous, at times even riotous, 
a tour of Madrid’s tapas bars 
is every bit as worthwhile as 
seeing powerhouse art 
gallery Museo del Prado and the 
colonnaded Plaza Mayor. The city may 
not lay claim to its own dish, but 
you’ll find restaurants, bars and delis 
serving the best regional food. 

Get your fill of history: Botin 
Dining in this rickety warren of a 
restaurant is sampling a slice of 
history. Founded in 1725, it’s been 
named the world’s oldest restaurant 
by The Guinness Book of Records. 

A dapper waiter slices Iberico ham 
in the reception, while the original 
wood-burning oven slow-roasts about 
50 piglets a day. The tender pork dish 
is a classic and features on a three- 
course house menu (E45 including 
half a bottle of wine). 

Duck your head to creep down 
creaking stairs to the cellar, where 
tunnels once connected to the Royal 
Palace, or reserve a corner table on 
the second floor, where Ernest 
Hemingway used to sit. 

Snap up some foodie bargains: San 


Miguel and Anton Martin markets 
Renovated, the covered San Miguel 
market, just off Plaza Mayor, is filled 
with deli delights. Fried calamari 
rings in paper cones, fresh spider 
crabs on ice and fried churros are all 
beautifully displayed. 

Prices reflect the venue’s popular¬ 
ity, although a cheaper (more authen¬ 
tic) alternative is an easy 20-minute 
walk away. Set below a flamenco 
school, Anton Martin (on Calle de 
Santa Isabel) has stalls selling hams 
and vegetables Monday to Saturday. 

Head to the second floor to find 
several small, colourful restaurants, 
including Cereal Lovers, a quirky 
homage to breakfast giants Kellogg’s 
and Quaker (bowls from E4). 

Lunch like a local: Prada a Tope 
Specialising in preserved figs, 
peppers and meats from the Bierzo 


region, this well-priced, wood- 
panelled restaurant is a favourite 
with Madrilenos. Turn up from 2pm 
if you want to join the noisy throng 
(although they do start serving from 
midday). 

The generous, belly-stretching 
dishes are superb - particularly the 
salt-crusted, thin-sliced buttery steak 
with zoupieros figs and fries (E18). 
Book a guided tapas crawl: 
around the city centre 

An unspoken code governs the 
etiquette of tapas dining in Madrid. 
Menus (if any) will generally be 
Spanish chalk-scrawls on black¬ 
boards, and getting an order in 
requires deft elbow manoeuvres to 
secure a space at the bar. 

Let someone else do all the hard 
work by booking a food tour. 
Yorkshire lass Jo Wivell moved to 



Morning light at Plaza Mayor in Madrid. Inset, Cereal Lovers restaurant Pictures: PA 


Spain to follow her passion for 
flamenco, and runs Insider’s Madrid 
(insidersmadrid.com). She’ll show 
you all the best spots, including La 
Venencia, where grumpy staff serve 
sherry in a magical space stacked 
with wooden casks. A three-hour 
tour with all you can eat and drink in 
four stops is from £144 per person 
(minimum two people). 

Where to stay: Only YOUAtocha 
Cool, charming and breezily styl¬ 
ish, this young, energetic hotel 
perfectly sums up the spirit of 


Madrid. The 205 rooms are compact 
but filled with everything the millen¬ 
nial traveller might need: multiple 
USB points, glossy magazines, large 
rain showers and, in suites, even 
high-tech pro hairdryers. 

But the real star is the SEP7IMA 
rooftop bar, with views of the neigh¬ 
bouring Atocha railway station. 
Double rooms from E150, based on 
two people sharing, onlyyouhotels. 
com. Booking.com has two nights at 
Only YOU Atocha from £350pp B&B 
with flights from Gatwick. 




- til 


Old Prince of Orange 


ISTV 

FftlfNDS 

: ‘siLdrteisflw 
-i teioffiikaitCL 

rt.J -1 ■ a.. '_ _ H. , ■ 



Tribute to 

DUSTY SPRINGFIELD 
AND FRIENDS 

on the 30th September 
with 3 course dinner and show 

only £ 19.95 

Booking essential 



DRAG SHOW 

|qfr 

FIRST FRIDAY MONTHLY 


FREE ENTRY 


All draft beers £2.75 a pint 

r 

from 7 to 8pm 



BEER FESTIVAL 

22 to 24 September 

FREE ENTRY 

Tradition cask ales, craft lager and 
ale and over 40 imported and local 
bottle beers 

Entertainment with 

ph@cat Friday 

rock and roll disco with Sean 
Saturday and fiddle Dee 
4pm Sunday 


All draft beers 

£2.75 a pint 

7 to 8 pm 




, !£S 
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CHECK OUT OUR 
FACE BOOK PAGE 
FOR ALL OUR EVENTS 
TO CHRISTMAS 


THIRD WEDNESDAY MONTHLY 

CHARTIY QUIZ NIGHT 

to fund Eleanor house 


LAST WEDNESDAY MONTHLY 

GRAVESEND PAGANS 
HAVE THEIR MOOT 


EVERY TUESDAY AND 
SUNDAY 

CASH POKER NIGHTS 

COME TRY YOUR LUCK 


OFFER 

CRAFT PINT 
£ 2.00 

WITH VOUCHER 


Old Prince of Orange | 1 Old Road East | GRAVESEND | Kent | DA 12 1NJ 


01474 365753 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Room G46, The 
Panorama, 130 Park Street, 
Ashford, Kent TN24 8EZ 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Grammars are 
failing the exam 

WE were told that grammar schools 
were the solution to sclerotic social 
mobility. 

More grammar schools meant 
bright young working class kids 
would get on and take their place at 
the top table of life. 

The PM advocated a policy of 
increasing the number of grammar 
schools within the Conservative 
manifesto in the 2017 election. This 
was in spite of a noticeable reluc¬ 
tance to accept the policy on her own 
side and almost total opposition from 
the opposition. 

Failure to win an overall majority 
by the government meant the policy 
faded away. 

Fast forward to the start of the 
academic year and we have St Olave’s 
grammar apparently selecting 
students into sheep and goats for not 
meeting a certain level of academic 
performance. This was only stopped 
because a few well funded parents 
threatened litigation and the school 
backed down, but for how long? 

The questions we have to ask after 
this debacle are: 

Is education just about producing 
a few winners and how does this 
boost social mobility? 

Just what is the point of grammar 
school education if, after all the effort 
to get a place, the strategem turns to 
dust, when the school dumps your 
offspring part way through? 

How are we ever going to inculcate 
a love of life long learning in the face 
of ever increasing technological 
change when schools adopt these 
dodgy tactics in order to game the 
school league tables? 

George Nokes, 
Dover 

Animal exports 
still going strong 

MANY people believe that the live 
animal exports trade finished long 
ago. Sadly, they are mistaken. 

Over the last three weeks, 24 
lorries containing approximately 
12,000 live sheep have been 
transported from places as far away 
as Cumbria to Ramsgate Port. 

I was one of the 100 or so demon¬ 
strators at Ramsgate. In each lorry 
the sheep were so crammed together 
that they could not reach the 
“drinkers” for water. 

It was ascertained the tempera¬ 
ture inside the lorries was around 26 
degrees. Coupled with the thickness 
of their woolly coats, one can only 
imagine the extreme discomfort 
these poor creatures were forced to 
endure. In addition, the smell 
emanating from these lorries was 
horrendous. 

Bound for Calais, Germany and all 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 



The facts comfortably 
Trump the falsehoods 


I’M sorry I can’t let Colin Bullen’s 
partisan letter [KoS, last week] go 
by without apprising him of a few 
unpalatable truths about Donald 
Trump and Barack Obama. 

Let’s start with “a majority of the 
American people supported and still 
support Trump”. A majority of the 
American people (65+million 
compared to 62+m) came out for 
Mrs Clinton. 

As to still being supported, Mr 
Trump’s approval ratings have 
slumped spectacularly to 36 per 
cent saying they approve compared 
to 58 per cent disapproving of him 
according to a Gallup poll on 
September 3. 

With regard to President Obama 
being all talk and no action, here’s a 
little actions list for Mr Bullen: 
Affordable care act, American 
recovery and reinvestment act - to 
stimulate the economy after the 
depression of 2008 - ended the war 
in Iraq, liquidated Osama bin 
Laden, reversed Bush torture 
policies, and boosted car fuel 


over Europe, journeying for up to 23 
hours or more, as well as the 
four-and-a-half hour Channel 
crossing, the sheep will have been 
given no rest, food or water, except 
that which we protesters attempted 
to administer. 

So having endured such an 
horrendous journey, these poor 
sheep will have been brutally 
slaughtered, without pre-stunning 
in the killing Festival of Eid, which 
ran from last Friday to Sunday. 

In EU law, these gentle, sentient 
beings are considered mere agricul¬ 
tural produce. Thanet council was 
heavily penalised by the EU for 


economy standards. 

As a kindness to Mr Bullen I’ll 
stop the list there, but he, or perhaps 
others with more open minds, can 
simply Google ‘Obama 
achievements’. Google the same for 
Trump and see what happens. 

In response to Mr Bullen’s obvious 
appetite for Trump’s macho arm- 
wresting with Kim Jong-Un, I leave the 
last very prescient word to Jackie 
Kennedy, widow of John F Kennedy, 
who along with his ideological 
adversary, the Soviet leader Kruschev, 
stepped back from the brink of nuclear 
war over Cuba in the early 60s: “The 
danger which troubled my husband 
was that war might be started not so 
much by the big men as by the little 
ones. While big men know the needs 
for self-control and restraint, little men 
are sometimes moved more by fear 
and pride. If only in the future the big 
men can continue to make the little 
ones sit down and talk, before they 
start to fight”. 

Dennis Clegg 

Maidstone 


suspending the free movement of 
these “goods” for five weeks some 
years back. 

However, the lorries are fewer than 
last year and even with more 
expected in the coming months, the 
trade is getting smaller. In the 1990s, 
huge numbers of farm animals were 
exported for slaughter abroad daily 
from places such as Shoreham, Dover 
and Coventry. This is mostly down to 
people power and protests will not 
cease until this vile trade is stopped 
altogether. 

Hopefully, after Brexit, this 
country will no longer be compelled 
to adhere to autocratic EU law, and 


will have the power to impose an 
outright ban ensuring that live 
exports will not be leaving our 
shores ever again. 

Vivien Clifford, 

Deal 

It's not as bad as 
the old days is it? 

REGARDING the letters from Terry 
Hudson and Stuart Jeffrey. 

Standing waiting for buses in my 
teens in the high streets of Gilling¬ 
ham and Chatham in the 1950s 
breathing in the fumes from traffic 
then able to travel along said high 
streets, I have to wonder how, now I 
am 82 years of age, I am still here, 
quite fit, how I survived? 

Those days chimneys poured out 
smoke from home fires as well. 
Compared to those times we live in a 
very clean environment. 

Granted there were fewer cars and 
lorries about then but we are where 
we are and none can deny we are all 
generally fitter and living longer 
than our predecessors. 

So what is going on? My guess is 
that there are people who were not 
around in my era and cannot 
compare the good and the bad. 

Peter Robinson, 
Newington 

Cash in on fuel 
opportunities 

ONE of your readers was comment¬ 
ing about the self-righteousness of 
non-diesel motorists [KoS, letters, 
last week]. He also asked rightly 
about fuel being used for other 
purposes. 

I do not understand why people 
want to pay fuel bills however the 
fuels are generated whether fossil 
fuel, nuclear or renewable energy. 

The fuel bills for our typical 
three-storey four-bedroom town 
house last year were minus £500 
and this year with other environ¬ 
mental improvements such as an 
additional solar panel they should be 
minus £1,000.1 was listening to a 
so-called energy expert recently who 
stated that the sun doesn’t always 
shine and that the wind doesn’t 
always blow so that solar panels and 
wind turbines are not necessarily 
always helpful. 

However, if readers go to Wales or 
Scotland they will find in both 
countries that in the off-peak hours 
water is pumped uphill and the effect 
is that in the peak, electricity is 
generated from this water power. 

The rates of return as well from 
heat extractors as well as the other 
methods mentioned are substantially 
above any other safe investments. 

David Spurling, 
Sittingbourne 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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♦ FULL HEATING SYSTEMS f ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING 

♦ BOILER CHANGES & HEATING WORK 

♦ BATHROOMS <FREE ESTIMATES 


Te/: GHGGG G~I~tGGG 
Ta/: G~1GHG GGGGJG 
G: ma/-c.nufcafG/iat~ma//cam 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.com 
www.gnvoyages.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


®ABTA 






£1Upp 

deposit 


Super 60s to Mamma 
Mia Christmas Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk Coast 

Friday 17 Nov, 2017 • Quote: CP11 -2-KOS 


Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for an early taste of 
Christmas - for over 40s only - as we rock around the Christmas tree to the 
sounds of the 60s, 70s and Abba. Entertainment includes super mimics The 
Barron Knights, The Swinging Blue Jeans, Roy Carter (ex-Drifters & 
Foundations), Vivo - The New All Stars with Keith Slater, PLUS Mamma Mia the 
movie and an Abba tribute band. Enjoy non-stop entertainment from Friday 
night to Sunday night, half price drinks and a fab festive atmosphere. 

INCLUDED: Half-price drinks all weekend - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, 
pumped soft drinks & mixers lunch times & evenings from Friday night to Sunday 
night • Full entertainment programme • 3 nights en-suite chalet - £139pp - bed 
linen and towels included - club upgrade available - £169pp • 3 breakfasts & 3 
dinners • Free parking 


Bringing On Back 
The 60s & 70s Party 

Warner Lakeside, Haying Island 

20 April, 2018- Quote: LK4-K0S 

GREAT entertainment, good food and a setting in 32 acres of grounds near the 
sea make Warner's Lakeside resort on the South Coast perfect for a spring 
getaway. Entertainment includes New Amen Corner's new show Bringing On 
Back The 60s plus a tribute to Abba and more. Add FREE drinks from 6pm- 
midnight and an allocated table for dining and entertainment that's yours for 
the weekend and this is one party you won't want to miss. Over-40s only. 
INCLUDED: FREE bar 6pm-midnight every night - selected branded beers and 
spirits, house wine by the glass, selected soft drinks and mixers • Full entertainment 
programme • 3 nights standard en-suite chalet accommodation - upgrades 
available • 3 breakfasts and 3 dinners • Free parking 


Love the 60s & 70s 
in Lincolnshire 

Stoke Rochford Hall, nr Grantham 

■ 24 September - Motown & Soul Party • Quote SR9-KOS 

• Quote SRI O-KOS 

■ 10 November - 70s Party • Quote SRI 1-KOS 

■ 2 March, 2018 - 60s Party • Quote SR3-KOS 

Join us for an exclusive private party break at Stoke Rochford Hall near 
Grantham in the heart of rural Lincolnshire. Set in 28 acres of landscaped 
parkland with accommodation in the Stable Courtyard and Woodland Lodge 
annexe and entertainment in The Venue - for over 40s only, all located in the 
grounds. Enjoy live entertainment both nights and access to the leisure club's 
gym, heated pool, sauna and steam room. 

Entertainment: 24 Sept - Evah Morgan & Sing Baby Sing (Stylistics tribute) • 6 Oct - The 
Berries & Roy Carter (ex Drifters & Foundations) • 10 Nov - Eagles Songbook & Frankie 
Valli tribute • 2 Mar, 2018 - Union Gap UK & Sounds Imperial 
INCLUDED: Entertainment • 2 dinners & 2 breakfasts • 2 nights sharing a twin or 
double-bedded en-suite bedroom with TV & tea/coffee tray & free wifi • Free parking 


Sounds of the 60s 
Christmas Party 

Warner Norton Grange, Isle of Wight 

24 November, 2017* Quote CN11 -KOS 

Great Entertainment, a fab festive atmosphere. Free drinks, good food, comfortable 
centrally-heated chalets, free car ferry and a super location make Warner's Norton 
Grange resort, on the Isle of Wight, our most popular Christmas Party venue. We've 
got a great entertainment line-up with 60s band Union Gap, The New Honeycombs, 
The New All Stars featuring Keith Slater PLUS our traditional Team Panto and much 
more. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks 6pm to midnight every night - selected branded beers and 
spirits, house wine by the glass, selected soft drinks and mixers • Full entertainment 
programme • 3 nights en-suite chalet accommodation - upgrades available • 3 breakfasts 
& 3 dinners • Free car ferry • Free parking 
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IA moves into the sports saloon market 
with its striking new Stinger fastback 
going on sale later this year. 

Based on the 2011 Kia GT Concept, it 
will be Kia’s highest-performance pro¬ 
duction vehicle ever and channels the spirit of his¬ 
toric grand tourers - powerful, elegant vehicles 
capable of moving their owners in style, at speed. 

The Stinger has been designed and engineered 
as a gran turismo with a head-turning aesthetic, 
room to accommodate five occupants and their 
luggage, a stable, unruffled ride, and nimble han¬ 
dling with engaging, rear-biased power delivery. 

For the European market, it will be offered with 
three turbo charged engines - 255PS 2.0-litre, 
four-cylinder and 370PS 3.3-litre V6 petrol and 
200PS 2.2-litre, four-cylinder diesel. 

The diesel, from the seven-seat Sorento sport 
utility vehicle, produces 440 Newton metres of 
torque from 1,750 to 2,750rpm for 0-62mph in 
8.5 seconds and a top speed of 140mph. 

The 2.0-litre and 3.3-litre petrol engines pro¬ 
duce 353 Nm of torque from 1,400 to 4,000rpm 
and 510Nm from 1,300 to 4,500rpm respectively 
for strong, flexible performance. 

The 3.3-litre can reach 62mph from rest in 5.1 
seconds, making it the fastest-accelerating pro¬ 


duction Kia ever, and 168mph. 

All three engines will be mated to an eight- 
speed automatic transmission and the Stinger 
will be the first Kia to be offered with rear and 
four-wheel drive. 

The handling dynamics have been honed at 
the world-famous Niirburgring Nordschleife cir¬ 


cuit in Germany, with electronically-adjustable 
dampers allowing a softer ride in comfort mode 
and improved agility in sport or sport plus. At 
4,830mm long and 1,870mm wide, the Stinger 
boasts a spacious cabin and a boot big enough 
for full-size luggage or golf bags. 

UK pricing has not yet been announced. 
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MAKE THE KIA 7 YEAR SWITCH 

THE KIA SCRAPPAGE SCHEME 


<kTa> 


Trade in your old car and get £2,000 off a 
brand new Kia Picanto or Rio. Switch from 
having no warranty at all to enjoying Kia's 
remarkable 7 year warranty. That's 
seven years of worry free driving. 


MAIDSTONE B 

MOTOR GROUP M 


Maidstone Kia 

675 London Road • Ditton • Aylesford • Kent • ME20 6DF 

01732 878950 • dealers.kia.co.uk/maidstonekia 


The Power to Surprise 


Fuel consumption in mpg (1/100km) for the models shown: Urban 47.1 (6.0) - 50.4 (5.6), Extra Urban 68.9 (4.1) - 76.3 (3.7), Combined 58.8 (4.8) - 64.2 (4.4), CO 2 emissions 109 - lOlg/km. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Models shown All-New Picanto 'GT-Line' 1.0 66bhp 5-speed manual at £12,200 including optional chargeable Clear White paint at £250. All-New Kia Picanto range 
available from £9,450. All-New Kia Rio 'Pulse' 1.25 83bhp 5-speed manual 1SG Limited Edition at £14,595. All-New Kia Rio range available from £11,995. Specification varies across the range and is subject to change without notice. £2,000 (inc. VAT) scrappage saving available 
to private customers (excluding Personal Contract Hire) registering an All-New Picanto or All-New Rio between 1st September and 31st December 2017 at participating dealers in the United Kingdom, Isle of Man or Channel Islands. This offer is conditional to the scrappage 
of a vehicle, of any make, originally registered on or before 31st December 2010. There is no minimum retention period required. The scrappage saving is in lieu of all other offers. Only one scrappage payment can be claimed for each vehicle scrapped. 



ALU/AYS A 
BETTER UiAY 


ALL IT TAKES 


IS A GLANCE TO 
MAKE YOU LOOK TU/ICE. 




Motorline Toyota Canterbury Motorline Toyota Tunbridge Wells Motorline Toyota Ashford 


Broad Oak Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT2 7PX 

01227 389710 


Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 3UY 

01892 321204 


The Crescent, Orbital Park, Ashford, Kent, TN24 OSN 

01233 215632 


uiuiui.motor1ine.co.uk/toyota f ■ F1nduson Facebook&Twitter 


Motability 


C-HR Icon 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2TVVT-i Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 38.1 (7.4), Extra Urban 55.4 (5.1), Combined 47.8 (5.9). C02 Emissions 135g/km. All mpg and C02 figures quoted are sourced from 
official EU regulated laboratory test results. These are provided to allow comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 

‘Model shown is C-HR Icon 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2 WT-i Manual at £695 Advance Payment. Subject to availability. Available as part of the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Please note that a total of 60,000 miles over three years are allowed on the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Offer valid between 1st July and 30th September 2017. 
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Lexus LC 500h stunning luxury cruiser 


Lexus has entered the large luxury coupe segment with a car that plays by its 
own rules. Our motors expert Darren Cassey finds out what makes it so special 



I T'S difficult to pinpoint a direct 
rival for the new flagship Lexus 
LC large luxury coupe. 

Lexus considers the likes of 
the Porsche 911 and BMW 6 
Series attract similar customers, but 
chief engineer Koji Sato said “we 
focused on emotional value rather 
than specs” so direct comparisons 
can be tricky... to the LC’s benefit. 

Most of the LC’s major talking 
points are totally new. The chassis, 
which will also underpin the LS 
luxury saloon, makes its debut while 
the suspension took six months to 
perfect. 

The big story is multi-stage hybrid 
transmission, a mix of traditional 
automatic technology and continu- 
ously-variable transmission (CVT) 
commonly used in hybrids, for the 
flexibility of an eco-friendly CVT and 
performance-orientated capabilities 
of a conventional auto in one 
10-speed transmission. 

There’s a 3.5-litre petrol V6 with 
an electric motor, which together 
provide 472bhp and a claimed 
43.5mpg so expect a real-world 
mid-30s. A 471bhp 5.0-litre V8 uses 
much more fuel but makes a 
fantastic noise and is a delight to rev. 
The LC 500h is a sublime cruiser 


with exceptionally comfortable seats 
and a ride that makes rough roads 
feel silky smooth. 

What’s equally impressive is its 
handling. For a car around two 
tonnes to be so fleet-footed is 
marvellous, settling into direction 


changes with admirable aplomb. The 
LC 500’s styling is stunning. When 
Lexus revealed the LF-LC concept in 
2012 no one suspected the produc¬ 
tion version would look so good. 

There are extravagant details, 
from the daytime running lights that 



could have been carved by Zorro, to 
the muscular rear arches that 
dominate the view from your wing 
mirrors. 

Luxury, Sport and Sport+ trims 
are priced the same whether V8 or 
hybrid. 


Lexus LC 500h 

Price: from £80,595 

Engine tested: 3.5-litre 

V6 petrol and electric motor 
giving combined 354bhp 
Performance: 0-62mph: 4.7 

seconds; top speed 155mph 
MPG: 43.5 combined 

C02 emissions: 148g/km 


Luxury, from £76,595, gets a suite 
of safety technologies as standard, 
leather upholstery and a 10.25in 
display with navigation. The £5,000 
Sport package adds 21in alloy 
wheels, Alcantara upholstery and 
carbon-fibre roof. Sport+, from 
£85,895, gets upgraded handling kit 
and rear-steer technology for 
sharper cornering. 

It’s easy to fall quickly in love with 
the Lexus LC 500h. As a luxury GT 
car, it’s exceptional. 


ALL NEU/ TOYOTA C-HR 



C-HR Icon 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2T VVT-i Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 38.1 (7.4), Extra Urban 55.4 (5.1), Combined 47.8 (5.9). C02 Emissions 135g/km. All mpg and C02 figures quoted are sourced from 
official EU regulated laboratory test results. These are provided to allow comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 

‘Model shown is C-HR Icon 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2 VVT-i Manual at £695 Advance Payment. Subject to availability. Available as part of the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Please note that a total of 60,000 miles over three years are allowed on the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Offer valid between 1st July and 30th September 2017. 
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FAMILY BUSINESS SELLING QUALITY USED 
CARS FOR OVER 60 YEARS 

We are one of the few garages with our own technicians/ 
workshop facilities. All cars receive a 115 point check and our 
own warranty - Does not include P/Xs. Everything HPi checked. 
Low Cost Finance Available. Quotations on Request. 


View our cars on: www.highamgarage.com 


OTHERS 

15 FORD KA ZETEC, Black, 9k, alloys, a/c, stunning .£5,995 

63 FORD FIESTA 1.0 ZETEC, 1 owner from new, silver, 19k, 5dr, alloys, history, like new .£7,995 

63 FORD FIESTA 1.2 ZETEC, 5 Dr, Yellow, 49k, Alloys, A/C, CD, History Excellent .£6,795 

13 VAUXHALL CORSA1.2, exclusive ecoflex, 5dr, red, 36k, alloys, £30 tax, AA report, a/c, excellent..... £5,495 

62 HYUNDAI i30 COMFORT 1.4 (NEW), met blue, 62k, history, alloys, a/c, 5 door, low tax/ins .£6,295 

62 RENAULT TWINGO 1.2 (NEW), metallic blue, a/c alloys, electric windows, service history, excellent low 

Insurance .£3,795 

11 NISSAN QASHQA11.6 VISIA, Red, 69k, history, alloys, A/C, excellent .£6,795 

11 HYUNDAI i301.4 CLASSIC, 5dr, red, 49k, air con, history .£4,795 

11 NISSAN JUKE 1.6, Agenta, Grey, 56k, History, a/c, Alloys, nice looker. .£7,195 

60 NISSAN JUKE 1.6 SPORT BIG D, silver, sat, nav alloy, A/C, 49k, hist .£6,995 

60 SUZUKI ALTO, white, 59k, £20 tax, low insurance, a/c, history, 2 x key, lovely car .£3,195 

60 HYUNDAI i20, black, 70k, history, a/c, very clean .£3,495 

10 PEUGEOT 207, 1.4, verve, 5dr, red, 49k, a/c, nice car .£3,495 

10 MERCEDES CLC 160 COUPE, met white, 42k only, history, alloys .£6,995 

59 KIA PICANTO 1.1, black, 5dr, 38k .£3,315 

09 MINI CLUBMAN ESTATE, Red, 80k, lady owner, history .£3,995 

09 HYUNDAI il01.2 STYLE, silver, 27konly, history, a/c, alloys, sunroof. .ONLY £3,795 

09 FORD FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC, Electric met blue, 59k, alloys, a/c, history .£4,795 

09 SUZUKI ALTO SZ3 5DR, met Jade, 49k, a/c, £20 Tax, 65+ mpg .£2,995 

09 CHEVROLET AVEO 1.4 LT, grey, 5dr, 52k, history, a/c, alloys .£2,495 

09 HONDA JAZZ 1.4 EXEC, Silver, 52k, 5dr, hatch, Parktronic, Alloys, A/C .£5,495 

58 FORD FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC, Silver, 5dr, alloys, etc .£3,495 

58 HONDA CIVIC 2.0 TYPE R, GT, Red, 39k, History Alloys, air con, Excellent .£7,195 

08 MITSUBISHI COLT CONVERTIBLE, silver, 1 owner, history, 70k, alloys, a/c .£2,995 

56 HYUNDAI AMICA 1.1 CDX, red, 52k, 5dr, history .£1,795 

AUTOMATIC 


14 HYUNDAI IX 35 BLACK 4X4 AUTO DIESEL PREMIUM, black leather, 40k, history, 2 x sunroofs, alloys, 


4 x headrests, heated seats, Sat Nav .£13,995 

14 SUZUKI ALTO AUTOMATIC, red, 5dr, air-con, alloys, 41k, history, 1 owner, low ins/tax .£5,195 

63 MERCEDES E220 CDIAMG (NEW) AUTOMATIC, 1 owner, 30k, met silver, history, leather/suede, heated 

seats, sat nav, Outstanding .£16,995 

62 MAZDA TS2 1.5 AUTOMATIC, 19k only, met blue, 5dr, a/c, excellent .£6,995 

12 NISSAN NOTE, (new) auto, met blue, 27k history, h/leather, sat nav, 2 keys, outstanding .£7,495 

12 HYUNDAI ilO AUTOMATIC, 5dr, 44k, history, red, alloys, a/c, history .£5,995 

10 HYUNDAI i20 AUTOMATIC, met grey, 24k only, alloys, a/c, 5dr, excellent .ONLY £5,495 

59 MERCEDES CLC 180, black, 62k, alloys, leather, a/c, history, excellent .£6,495 

59 VW TIGUAN 2.0 TDI TURBO DIESEL AUTOMATIC, black, 69k, history, alloys, a/c etc .£8,995 

59 HYUNDAI i30 AUTOMATIC DIESEL, 52k, met black, a/c, alloys .£4,795 

59 NISSAN NOTE 1.6 AUTOMATIC, met blue, 55k, history, a/c, super driver .£4,495 

59 NISSAN PIX01.0 N-TEC AUTOMATIC, 18k only, red, a/c, 5dr, low tax/ins .£4,195 

09 NISSNA NOTE 1.6 TECHNA AUTOMATIC, silver, 67k, excellent condition .£4,795 

09 HYUNDAI i20 AUTOMATIC, Blue, 5dr, 32k only, Hist, Alloys, A/C, nice car .£4,495 

04 VAUXHALL ASTRA, (NEW) AUTO, Met Blue, 40k, A/C, Excellent .£1,795 


DIESELS 

15 KIA RIO DIESEL, 5dr, Lady Owner, 16k only, free tax, 70/80 mpg, reverse camera, cruise, 


A/C, Alloys .£9,495 

14 HYUNDAI IX 35 BLACK 4X4 AUTOMATIC DIESEL PREMIUM, black leather, 40k, history, 2 x sunroofs, 

alloys, 4 x headrests .£13,995 

14 MERCEDES A180 SPORT, met black, 1 owner, 28k, sat nav, alloys, a/c, outstanding .£13,995 

63 HYUNDAI i20 TD DIESEL, red, 5dr, 33k, history, alloys, a/c .£5,295 

63 MERCEDES E220 CDI AMG (NEW) AUTOMATIC, 1 owner, 30k, met silver, history, leather/suede, heated 

seats, sat nav, outstanding .£16,995 

63 NISSAN JUKE 1.5 DCITEKNA, White, 32k, Lthr, Sat, Cruise, Mint .£9,495 

13 MERCEDES C220 SPORT, met grey, 67k, half leather, history, lovely .£12,995 

13 MERCEDES E250 CONVERTIBLE, silver, 23k, 1 owner, history, leather .£19,495 

62 MERCEDES C250 SPORT, silver, 48k, history, leather, alloys, sat, mats, outstanding .£12,995 

62 FORD KUGA DIESEL, black, 40k, alloys, lovely car, cruise, half leather, history .£11,295 

62 FORD FOCUS 1.6 TDCI ZETEC, silver, 52k, history, AA route 70+ mpg, £20 Tax .£6,995 

12 PEUGEOT 308CC CONVERTIBLE, met silver, 36k only, history, alloys, climate, excellent .£7,995 

12 PEUGEOT 30081.6 HDI ACTIVE, met grey, 53k, history, alloys, a/c .£5,495 

12 PEUGEOT 2081.4 ACTIVE 3DR, electric met blue, 59k, history, alloys, A/C, Low tax 70+mpg .ONLY £4,995 

61 FORD FOCUS 1.6TDCi ZETEC, black, 5dr, 65k, history, alloys, £30 tax, 60+ mpg, nice car .£5,995 

61 KIA SOUL 1.6 ECHO, black, 70k, leather, alloys, history, nice car .£5,495 

61 VW T30 TRANSPORTER 4X4, 104k, Hist, 4 motion, 2 x Key, S/Hist, Grey Outstanding .£11,995 

11 AUDI A5 2.0 TDI BLACK EDITION, white, 148k, black leather, sat, sport seats, history, excellent .£9,495 

11 RENAULT MEGANE (NEW) 1.9 TDI CONVERTIBLE, red, alloys, a/c, history, excellent .£5,995 

60 PEUGEOT PARTNER 1.6, met grey, 61k, history, multi-purpose vehicle only .£5,795 

10 MERCEDES C220 SPORT, silver, 56k, alloys, a/c, auto excellent .£10,995 

59 KIA CEED 1.6 CRDI, white, 5dr, 48k, alloys, 6spd, history. .£4,495 

59 FORD FIESTA 1.6 TDCI ECO, met blue, 41k, history, 5dr, £30 tax .£4,995 

59 VW TIGUAN 2.0 TDI TURBO DIESEL AUTOMATIC, black, 69k, history, alloys, a/c etc .£8,495 

59 HYUNDAI i30 AUTOMATIC DIESEL, 52k, met black, a/c, alloys .£4,495 

58 MERCEDES C220 CDI ELEGANCE AUTOMATIC, 57k, grey, alloys, leather .£11,995 

08 MINI COOPER DIESEL, white, 117k, alloys, a/c, history .£3,995 

08 PEUGEOT 207CC CONVERTIBLE, black, 60k, alloys, s/c, history, nice car, .£3,495 

08 FORD FOCUS 1'.6 TDCI, silver, 108k, 5dr, history, 2 x keys, lovely condition .£2,995 

CONVERTIBLES 

13 MERCEDES E250 CONVERTIBLE, silver, 23k, 1 owner, history, leather .£19,495 

12 PEUGEOT 308CC CONVERTIBLE, met silver, 36k only, history, alloys, climate, excellent .£8,495 

11 RENAULT MEGANE (NEW) 1.9 TDI CONVERTIBLE, red, alloys, a/c, history excellent. .£5,995 

08 MITSUBISHI COLT CONVERTIBLE, silver, 1 owner history, 70k, alloys, a/c .£2,795 


PX 

11 FORD FIESTA 1.6 TDI 5DR TITANIUM, silver, 120k, nice car .£2,995 

59 NISSAN MICRA 1.2, red, 138k .£1,295 

07 HONDA ACCORD (NEW) DIESEL, met grey, alloys, a/c, suede/leather .£2,795 

06 MAZDA 2 AUTOMATIC, silver, 5dr, clean, 77k, 2 x key .£1,795 

05 KIA PICANTO AUTOMATIC, Red, 5dr, 40k, history .£1,995 

04 SUZUKI ALTO, Red, 60k, £30 Tax, economical, full MoT, 5dr .£795 

W MX-5 CONVERTIBLE, silver, 119k, clean .£1,295 


01474 822587 

On the Gravesend Road between Gravesend & Strood (A226 ME3 7DZ) 

CARS, CAMPERS, MOTORCYCLES WANTED all major v/sa 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR CASH accepted •© 
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SCHOOL 


ALTERNATIVE PROVISION MANAGER 

37 hours per week for 39 weeks per year (term time only) 
Thamesview Support Staff Pay Scale KR7 Points 21 - 25 
£21,510.00 - £24,472.00 per annum 
Pro rata to £18,510.89 - £20,650.33 pa 

We are seeking to appoint an experienced and dedicated member of support staff to work 
alongside the Assistant Headteacher with responsibilities for behaviour to ensure the efficient and 
successful management of the Alternative Provision Unit (Refocus Centre). To manage students on 
a daily basis, promote good behaviour and deliver the curriculum to a small group of students. 

The ideal applicant will... 

• Demonstrate a personal drive to improve the life chances of students and encourage high 
standards of behavior; 

• Be able to manage time effectively and ensure others do the same in your subject area in order 
to meet deadlines; 

• Give positive and constructive feedback and encouragement; 

• Be willing to take on board new initiatives; 

• Have an inquiring mind seeking creative solutions to issues; 

• Be able to analyse data, and take action on the findings; 

• Ensure accountability 

• Have the ability to prioritise and make reasoned decisions 

• Relate well to staff and students, have strong interpersonal skills and demonstrate a high level 
of emotional intelligence to communicate effectively; 

• Be prepared to work flexibly and undertake overtime as and when required. 

The ability to converse at ease with members of the public and provide advice in accurate spoken 
English is essential for the post. 

The School received a very positive Ofsted Report in 2014 and was rated ‘good’ in every category. 
Thamesview is a new school build that benefits from innovative learning environments and state 
of the art ICT equipment. We are committed to providing high quality learning experiences for our 
students and to supporting our staff through excellent CPD opportunities. 

Further details and an application form can be obtained from our HR Manager on 01474 566552 
ext 1120 or email k.mcgowan@thamesview.kent.sch.uk. 

18 th September 2017 at 9.00 am 
Week Commencing 25 th September 2017 
CVs without an application form will not be accepted. 

Appointment to this post is subject to a criminal background check via the 
Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS). 

Thamesview School operates a no smoking policy. 


Closing Date: 
Interviews: 






view 

SCHOOL 




HR SUPPORT (MATERNITY COVER) 

22.5 hours per week (with the potential for some additional hours as and when required) 
39 weeks per year (term time only) 

Thamesview Support Staff Pay Scale KR6 Points 17-20 
£19,609.00 - £21,509.00 per annum 
Pro rata to £10,062.22 - £11,037.19 pa 

Cover is required to proactively support the Headteacher’s PA and all aspects of 
the school’s personnel requirement, ensuring the smooth day to day running of the 
HR function. They will assist the Headteacher’s PA in all aspects of employment, 
ensuring the school is legally compliant and all personnel records are kept up to 
date, including; 

The ideal applicant should have; 

• A confident and professional attitude. 

• Excellent interpersonal skills. 

• Experience of dealing with issues of a highly confidential and sensitive nature, 
and awareness of data protection. 

• A high level of IT literacy with good experience of Microsoft packages and 
SIMS.net database. 

• A working knowledge of issues relating to employment law and Kent School 
Personnel would be beneficial. 

The ability to converse at ease with members of the public and provide advice in 
accurate spoken English is essential for the post. 

The School received a very positive Ofsted Report in 2014 and was rated ‘good’ 
in every category. Thamesview is a new school build that benefits from innovative 
learning environments and state of the art ICT equipment. We are committed to 
providing high quality learning experiences for our students and to supporting our 
staff through excellent CPD opportunities. 

Further details and an application form can be obtained from our HR Manager on 
01474 566552 ext 1120 or email k.mcgowan@thamesview.kent.sch.uk. 

Closing Date: 18th September 2017 at 9.00 am 
Interviews: Week Commencing 25th September 2017 

CVs without an application form will not be accepted. 

Appointment to this post is subject to a criminal background check via the Disclosure 
and Barring Service (DBS). 

Thamesview School operates a no smoking policy. 
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Abbey Court School 

“We grow people” 


Abbey Court School provides a stimulating, challenging and safe learning 
environment where pupils and staff efforts, work and achievement are 
celebrated. 

We are currently looking for a 

Teacher for pupils with severe and profound learning 
difficulties to commence ASAP (or on qualifying) 

MPS/UPS + SEN + TLR 2C £2,640 
(TLR with previous experience) 

Abbey Court School caters for pupils aged 3-19 with Severe Learning 
Difficulties, and is currently located in pleasant surroundings on 2 Strood sites; 
Cliffe Road (Nursery & Primary) and Rede Court Road (Secondary & Further 
Education). The Primary provision is located in a new purpose built facility. 

** judged ‘outstanding’ in last 2 Ofsted inspections 
** IT and curriculum resources of enviable proportions 
** Comprehensive induction and training provided 
** would suit NQT’s or those wishing to gain further experience of SEN 
Telephone enquiries and informal visits to the school are welcomed. 


Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey Court School, 
continuity and consistency of support is paramount and therefore candidates for 
all positions will need to commit to the full working hours of the post. 


This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory 
Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure. 

Closing Date: 19 September 2017 
For further details and a job description, please contact Mrs Linda Taylor, 
Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP (01634 
338236), stating the position for which you are applying. 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. 
We have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 


The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the following staff: 


Staff Nurse Ward (Margate) 

Part Time - 30 hours per week Salary - £13.75 per hour 

Closing Date - TBC Interview Date - TBC 


Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and understanding 
of surgical/medical procedures 

• Demonstrates a patient focus approach 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

• Ability to work independently and as part of a multi-disciplinary team 

• Committed to providing a quality clinical service 


Housekeeper (Margate) 

Part Time - 20 or 30 hours per week, over 7 day working rota 

Salary - £7.69 per hour 

Closing Date - TBC 

Interview Date - TBC 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Previous housekeeping experience (preferably within a clinical environment) 

• Previous experience in a customer facing role 

• Good working knowledge of Word/Excel/Outlook 

• Mathematics and English (GCSE or equivalent) Grade C or above 

• Ability to recognize and report situations affecting patient care 

• Able to work independently and as part of a team 

• Outstanding communication and motivational skills 

• Committed to providing excellence in service 

To discuss either of these opportunities, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 
Daisy Bannister, HR Assistant 01304 222 690 

Previous applicants need not apply 

For job descriptions and application forms please visit our website: 
www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Carina Pieries, HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 222687 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 



kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending September 10, 2017 45 




























LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015 

NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 14 OF APPLICATION FOR 
PLANNING PERMISSION 

Proposed development at: Land at Princes Parade, Princes Parade, Hythe, Kent, CT21 6AQ 
Take notice that application is being made by: Shepway District Council Strategic Development 
Projects 

For planning permission to: “Outline planning permission for comprehensive mixed use 
development comprising a 2,961sqm leisure centre (Use Class D2), up to 150 residential 
dwellings (Use Class C3), up to l,270sqm of commercial uses including hotel use (Use Class 
Cl), retail uses (Use Class Al) and / or restaurant/cafe uses (Use Class A3); hard and soft 
landscaped open spaces, including children’s play facilities; surface parking for vehicles and 
bicycles; alterations to existing vehicular and pedestrian access and highway layout within and 
around the site; site levelling and groundworks; and all necessary supporting infrastructure and 
services. Within the outline application full details are submitted for the means of access, layout, 
scale, appearance and landscaping for the leisure centre and its associated parking, open spaces 
and children’s play facility.” 

Local Planning Authority to whom the application is being submitted: Shepway District Council 
Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2QY. Any owner of the land or tenant 
who wishes to make representations about this application, should write to the council within 
21 days of the date of this notice. 

Signatory: Mr Matt Shillito 

M$Ssk 

Date: 23/08/2027 

Statement of owners’ rights: The grant of planning permission does not affect owners’ rights to 
retain or dispose of their property, unless there is some provision to the contrary in an agreement 
or lease. 

Statement of agricultural tenants’ rights: The grant of planning permission for non-agricultural 
development may affect agricultural tenants’ security of tenure. 

‘Owner’ means a person having a freehold interest or a leasehold interest the unexpired term of 
which is not less than seven years. ‘Tenant’ means a tenant of an agricultural holding any part 
of which is comprised in the land. 


In the matter of the Solicitors Act 1974 
(as amended) and Solicitors 
(Disciplinary Proceedings) Rules 2007 
-and- 

In the matter of George Olatunde Babalola, 
Applicant 
-and- 

Solicitors Regulation Authority, Respondent 

I George Olatunde Babalola of 1025 Bishop Ajayi Crowther, Fara 
Park Estate, Lekki-Epe Expressway, Lagos was admitted a Solicitor 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature in August 1998. 

By an Order of the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal dated 19 July 
2005 I was suspended from the Roll for an indefinite period and: 

(1) lam applying to have my name restored to the Roll. 

(2) I advertise this application in accordance with the Rules. 

(3) The Application will be heard at 9:30am on 20 October 2017 at 
3rd Floor, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London EC4M 7LG. 

(4) Any objection to this application should be served on the 
Tribunal and the parties to the application no later than 10 days 
before the hearing date. 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

Stephen Paget trading as HY-Scaff of Vantage Point, 
Snodland By Pass, Holborough, Snodland ME6 5SL 
is applying to change an existing licence as follows: 
To add an operating centre to keep 5 goods vehicles 
and 0 trailers at Nurlite Industrial Estate, Canal Road, 
Higham, Kent ME3 7JA 

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near 
the operating centre (s) who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be affected, should make 
written representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 
6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A Guide to Making Representations 
is available from the Traffic Commissioner’s office. 
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M20 MOTORWAY (ASHFORD TO FOLKESTONE) 
TEMPORARY TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS 

Notice is hereby given that Highways England 
Company Limited intends to make an Order on the M20 
Motorway in the County of Kent, under Section 14(1)(a) 
of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 because works 
are proposed to be executed on the road. 

The effect of the Order would be to: 

1. authorise the overnight closure of both 
carriageways of the M20 between Junction 10 
(A20/A292/A2070) and Junction 11 (A20/B2068) 
and all of the slip roads leading to and from these 
lengths of carriageways; and 

2. impose a 50 mph speed limit on the coast-bound 
carriageway of the M20 between the centreline 
of Cradle Bridge underbridge and a point 200m 
east of Ashford Road (A20) underbridge and all of 
the slip roads leading to and from this length of 
carriageway; and 

3. impose a 50 mph speed limit on the London-bound 
carriageway of the M20 between the centreline of 
Saltwood Overbridge and centreline of Stock Lane 
overbridge and all of the slip roads leading to and 
from this length of carriageway. 

These measures would be in the interests of road 
safety while contractors undertake carriageway 
works and all associated works. 

It is expected that the work would last for 
approximately 2 weeks starting on or after Monday 
2nd October 2017. The overnight closures would take 
place between 20:00 and 06:00 (maximum period). 
The Order would come into force on 30 September 2017 
and have a maximum duration of eighteen months. 
Traffic affected by the closures would be diverted 
using the A20. Heavy Goods Vehicles and vehicles 
with a height over 4.7 metres would be directed to 
use the A20, A259, A261, and A2070. 

The temporary closures, speed limits and diversion 
routes would be clearly indicated by traffic signs 
when they are in operation during the works period. 

M Taylor, an Official of Highways England Co Ltd. 

Ref: HE/SE/2017/M20/167 
Highways England Company Limited, 

(Company No. 9346363). Registered Office: Bridge 
House, Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, Surrey, GUI 4LZ. 
A company registered in England and Wales. 

For enquiries, please contact the Customer Contact 
Centre on 0300 123 5000 or info@highwaysengland.co.uk 
htt p ://www. h i g h ways .gov.uk 


RECYCLING 

WORKS! 

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING 


YOUR PUBLIC IS OUR PUBLIC 
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To place your legal notices 
call 01233 653465 or email jerry.barrett@archant.co.uk 

archant| kos media 
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Sport 

Shakey ‘ready to 
right the wrongs’ 

Shane Byrne leads in the British Superbike Championship 



LEADER: Shane ‘Shakey’ Byrne is raring to go ahead of Silverstone 

Pictures: ANDY KELLY 


Motorsport 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


KENT’S Shane ‘Shakey’ Byrne says 
he is ready to “put right the wrongs of 
previous races” as the British Super¬ 
bike Championship returns to Silver- 
stone this weekend. 

The six title fighters will finally be 
decided in an intense triple-header, 
with everything to play for at this 
crucial stage. 

For the first time in the history of 
the championship, there is not a sin¬ 
gle rider confirmed in the Showdown 
title fight ahead of the top six decider, 
so the battle to be in contention to 
push for British championship hon¬ 
ours will come down to three crucial 
races in Northamptonshire. 

Leading the standings into Silver- 
stone is defending champion Byrne, 
who holds a narrow ten point advan¬ 
tage over arch rival Leon Haslam and 
the record-breaking champion will 
be pushing for a victorious return to 
Silverstone, but his JG Speedfit Kawa¬ 
saki opponent was the victor last time 
out at Cadwell Park. 

Peter Hickman has soared up the 
standings in recent rounds and the 
Smiths Racing BMW rider heads to 
Silverstone and will be looking to re¬ 
peat his victory from 2016 as he bids 
to make the cut for the Showdown for 
the first time. 

Also in contention are Australians 
Jason O’Halloran and Josh Brookes, 
Luke Mossey, Jake Dixon, Christian 
Iddon and James Ellison, so it is an¬ 
ticipated to be an explosive weekend 
of action in Northamptonshire. 

Speaking ahead of the round this 


weekend, Byrne said: “Silverstone is 
an event I am really looking forward 
to because if I am honest I left Cadwell 
Park a bit angry and frustrated about 
the last two rounds and how many 
potential podium points we have giv¬ 
en away to our rivals. That is a bitter 
pill to swallow. 

“With three races at Silverstone we 
have an opportunity to get some back 


and so we need to work as hard as 
possible to make that happen. How¬ 
ever we need to remember that the 
Showdown starts just a few days lat¬ 
er. 

“I have spent the time since the last 
round in Spain and I really feel fired 
up and ready to go because I want to 
put right the wrongs of the previous 
races at Silverstone.” 


World’s largest sailing race set for Bewl Water 


Sailing 


SAILORS from across Kent are being 
invited to take part in the world’s 
largest sailing race at Bewl Water 
later this month. 

Taking place across the weekend of 
September 16 and 17, Bart’s Bash 
races take place at venues around the 
world in aid of the charitable 
foundation set up in memory of 
Andrew ‘Bart’ Simpson, a double 
Olympic medallist who lost his life 
while training for the America’s Cup 
in 2013. 

The event at Bewl, in Lamberhurst, 
takes place on the Sunday and is 
being organised by Bewl Sailing 
Association. 

A collection will be made for the 
Andrew Simpson Sailing Foundation 



EVENT: Bart’s Bash 


which has pledged to use all funds 
raised through this year’s event to 
help promote and develop disabled 


sailing globally. 

Andrew Daniells, chief operating 
officer at Markerstudy Leisure, the 
owners of Bewl Water, said: “Bart’s 
Bash has quickly become a signifi¬ 
cant charitable global race, and with 
such a dedicated sailing community 
here at Bewl Water, there was no 
question we had to host it here. 

“We are grateful to Bewl Sailing 
Association for taking on the 
organisation of the race, which is 
open to visitors as well as association 
members. 

“The usual boat launch fees have 
been waived for all those registered to 
take part in the event, but donations 
to the Andrew Simpson Sailing 
Foundation are most welcome. 

“Spectators are also welcome to 
come along and give their encourage¬ 
ment to those taking part.” 


» Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 
or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Sport Shorts 


Pennock calls on fans 
not to give up on Gills 


GILLINGHAM boss Ady Pennock has 
urged the club’s supporters to keep the 
faith as their difficult start to the League 
One season continued on Saturday. 

The Gills were beaten 2-1 at home to 
Shrewsbury last weekend, meaning their 
run without a win at the start of the 
league season extended to five games - 
their worst start in 43 years. 

Pennock told the club’s website he knew 
improvements were needed but insisted 
the results would soon come. 

He said: “We need to win games. I really 
do believe in the players, and it will turn. 
It’s tough because I care about the club 
and everybody here. I want to win every 
game. 

“Don’t give up on us, don’t give up on the 
club, and don’t give up on the team.” 

Meanwhile, the club announced this 
week that vice-chairman Michael 
Anderson had stepped down from the post. 

Chairman Paul Scally said he had 
spoken to the EFL and they noted the 
position but the club declined to make 
further comment. 



BOSS: Ady Pennock 





HOME: Stonebridge Road, home ofEbbsfleet United 

Fleet to host Orient in 
front of BT cameras 


EBBSFLEET United’s first-ever home 
game against Leyton Orient will be 
played in front of the BT Sport 
cameras. 

National League chiefs announced 
today the clash on Saturday, 
November 11 had been moved to a 
late 5.30pm kick-off, instead of the 
usual 3pm start. 

The clubs have only met once 
before, in 1993, when then Second 


Division Orient beat the Fleet 2-1 in 
an FA Cup First Round tie at 
Brisbane Road. 

It will be the first live TV game 
broadcast from Stonebridge Road 
since the 2010/11 season when the 
club’s FA Cup tie against AFC 
Wimbledon was shown. 

The sides were two divisions apart 
only months ago, but Fleet were 
promoted and Orient relegated. 


Gemili reflects on ‘brutal’ year 


DARTFORD’S world champion 
sprinter Adam Gemili admits the last 
few months of his career have been 
“brutal”. 

The 23-year-old was part of Great 
Britain’s gold medal-winning 
4x100m relay team in London last 
month but has endured a tough year 
individually, suffering a series of 
injury setbacks and ultimately 


missing out on a 200m place at the 
world championships. 

Posting on social media he said: 
“2017 season over. Drawing a big 
line under a very brutal year. 

“My body since April just hasn’t 
been right at all and that’s showed 
throughout the year. Looking 
forward to some important rest and 
correcting things for 2018.” 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport ^ Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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CANTERBURY 


EVOLUTION PANTOMIMES AND THE MARLOWE PRESENT 


PETERS WILLIAMSON HUNT 




(CBeebies) 


THE Written and directed by Paul Hendy 

MARLOWE FRI 24 NOV - SUN 14 JAN 

THEATRE marlowetheatre.com (bkg fee) 01227 787787 (bkg fee) 


marlowetheatre.com 


01227 787787, 


Lipscomb 0 

Muiwui.lipacamb.aa.uk ^ 

Whitefriars 
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